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Friday 20" February
College Council Elections 2009
Call for Nominations — Parent Members

Tuesday 24" February
School Photos

Friday 27" February
Year 8 Round Robin

Tuesday 3 March

SOC House Swimming

Carnival 11a.m. — 2:30p.m:g‘
i,

Parent Group Meeting 7:30p
(Please refer to article in this ne @9

()

Wednesday 4'-Friday 6" Ma
Year 7 Camp

Saturday 7" March
Working Bee 10:00am-4:00pm ,%

Monday 9" March
Labour Day Holiday

Victorian School Term Dates
Term 1 — 2 February-3 April
Term 2 — 28 April-26™ June
Term 3 — 18 July-18" September
Term 4 — 8 October-18 December

"Alone we can do so little;
together we can do so
much"

Helen Keller

SPECIAL BUSHFIRE RELIEF REPORT

As a College community we were all saddened by the
tragic fires that took so many lives and destrog@dnuch
of what we call home, Victoria.

We pray for these who were directly impacted uppithis
truly sad event. Some of our own College community
knew of people who perished in the fires and oséhevho
lost their homes and to all affected we offer our
condolences. In our own small way we rallied toviule
whatever comfort and support we could offer to ¢hafo
needed it most at this time.

Our College Captains — Tiffany Newton, Laurettad,or
Amanda Collins, Mitchell Waters and Annabel Tolios
along with Year 10 students, Caitlyn Murray, Matthe
Williams and Julia Jabour began the call for help b
requesting a ‘casual free dress’ day and askind elka
our Student body could do to help! Together witmmn
other schools working through DEECD and Monash
School Focus Youth Service (Thanking Angela McEwen)
we collected money to send to the nation wide dppea
Our new Year 7 students and their parents/guardians
supported this College appeal for donations by tioga
generously in a raffle at the Year BBQ held on Wasiiay
11" February — aimed specifically to raise as muctvas
could for this worthwhile activity.

Staff, students and parents also contributed byigiray
that which is most wanted at this time — toiletriesd
linen, undergarments and clothes. Your generopgati
be it little or great has told us that we all cangl as a
community went to help those in need. We standgas
the South Oakleigh College community that we have
joined together in a small attempt to assist othérs not
just about money — it is the spirit that makes ustAalian
— working together to help others in these times.
Many of us are touched by sadness at differenestag
our lives. It is difficult to comprehend how eamte of us
feels at times like this, but working together as a
community we can help each other when we need $t.mo

In this time of financial crisis, it is so heartm@ng to see
so many of you give what you can. On behalf ofdtadf
and students we would like to thank all of youyour
generosity of spirit and the support you have shgaur
fellow Victorians.

Debbie Locco Helen Koziaris
College Principal Assistant Principal



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT |

JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS |

The year has started very well with a positive
atmosphere and students working well.

Attendance

There has been a close monitoring of attendanse thi
year. We ask parents to contact the school if their
son/daughter is absent. If no contact is made, iNe w
contact you. This has been well received by parents
We believe this will improve attendance overall.

Year 12 Retreat

The Year 12 retreat was well attended this yeag. Th
workshops were engaging and the group has united
very well as a result of completing some very
valuable activities together. We believe this is
manifesting itself in the positive working atmosphe
being exhibited by Year 12 students.

School Council Elections

The school council election process will begintia t
next few days. There will be three parent vacancies
and two DEECD vacancies. Please see the detailed
information enclosed in the newsletter. A sincere
thank you to the school councillors who have worked
diligently over the last two years and whose tesm i
concluding.

A special thank you to our School Council President
Karen Letcher, who has been a valuable contributor
on Council over a number of years.

Professional Development Days for Staff

For the first time, schools were mandated to conduc
three days of professional development at the sfart
the year for staff. It was very valuable to be able
work in teams to improve the teaching and leariaing
the college. We worked on DEECD People
Principles, values, and establishing a common view
of good teaching practice. We also worked on
teaching thinking skills in various learning areas.
Facilities

We always try to ensure that the facilities of the
college are in good condition for the students and
staff at the college. We made a few improvements
over the holidays. A polished concrete floor has
replaced the carpet in the canteen. New sunblinds
have been placed on the exterior of several rooms t
try to keep the temperature down in particular reom
in the hot weather.

College Planner

Parents are also reminded that the cost of thee@mll
Planner is $20 and needs to be paid at the front
office.

Debbie Locco
College Principal

The 2009 academic year has begun on a positive note
for students in the Junior School. There is atgrea
deal of positivity and enthusiasm amongst all
students.

Uniform/Lockers/Equipment

Uniform is being worn correctly, most students are
organised with text books and equipment, and lacker
have been allocated and are being used appropriatel
However, | would like to take the opportunity to
remind parents to encourage their child to be more
vigilant with their possessions—especially ensuring
that lockers are locked properly and all belongings
are safelyn lockers, not on tod Students who do

not yet have all their text books need to let miysel
Tori Mulligan, Junior School Assistant, or their
subject teacher know, so that we can try to assist
where possible.

Peer Support

The Peer Support program is working very well, with
Year 7 students receiving assistance and
encouragement through this often difficult trarsiti
process. The Year 10 students are to be
congratulated on their level of involvement and
willingness to support the new students.

Year 7 Camp

A reminder to parents of Year 7 students that the
camp will take place from Wednesday Maréhtd
Friday March &, at Billabong Ranch Echuca. If
parents have paid deposits, full payment as soon as
possible would be appreciated. A number of stuiglent
have asked for notices regarding the camp,
suggesting that they wish to attend. If this s ¢hse,

| need to havparent confirmation by no later than
Wednesday February 28. This information is
needed in order to facilitate bookings and
confirmation of numbers at the venue.

Canberra Trip

A number of Year 8 students have asked if therk wil
be a Year 8 camp to Canberra this year. At this
stage, no decision has been made, but parentbewill
notified if this activity will proceed.

Overall, a great start to the year! Congratulatitim
all students!

Pat Cabhill
Junior School Leader



MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

There has been a smooth start to the year for iddl
School students. We welcomed a number of new
students who have fitted in quickly, forming good
friendships.

The Year 9 students are enjoying the experienee of
curriculum, which provides them with choices in
Science, SOSE, Arts and Technology subjects, whilg
the Year 10’s are adjusting to more intensive sindy
preparation for their senior school years. A numbe
of our Year 10 students are also studying VCE
subjects and enjoying the experience. We also have
ten Middle School students of both genders
enthusiastically participating in the VET Auto
program.

The Pastoral program at Year 9 addresses the issue
of self-esteem, initiative and leadership, to hame
few, and these students are working in a program
called the “Heroes Journey”. At Year 10 the padtor
program focuses on Work Experience preparation,
Careers, subject choices in VCE/VCAL and the
development of sound study habits. The Year 10
Study Skills program will commence the week after
next and will run for ten weeks with the students
being divided into smaller groups to allow greater
focus. Congratulations to our Peer Support Leaders
who have been working closely with our new Year 7
students, and have contributed to the smooth
transition of our newest members of the College
community.

Finally, two big events for the Middle School
students to look forward to the Year 9 Camp in late
July and the Year 10 Formal at the end of October.
More information will follow regarding these events
later in the year.

Glenda Bloore
Middle School Leader

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS |

Senior students have started off the year at a fast
pace, with the Year 12 Retreat off-campus at Monas
Seminar centre being a clear highlight so far. The
students participated in a range of activities dkier
two days.

All students who had elected to purchase a Year 12
Rugby Top were presented with them at the opening
ceremony.

Steffi Vanderveen, one of our past students,
presented an excellent reflection on her final yar
school last year.

It is pleasing to see that our Year 11 students are
adjusting to the extra freedom and responsibility
available to them as senior students, and many are
finding their new subjects suit their interests and
aims.

=

A reminder to all parents and students that Senior
School students are expected to have a 90%
attendance if they are to successfully pass théE .V

I wish all parents, staff and students the be&iak
for an enjoyable and successful year, and invite al
parents to contact the senior school office if they
have any concerns or queries.

Annabel Aldous
Senior School Leader

SOUTH OAKLEIGH SC HAS A NEW
ADOLESCENT HEALTH NURSE

My name is Jody Atkin and | am replacing Tamara
McGrath as the Adolescent Health Nurse (AHN) at
South Oakleigh SC. | have been an AHN with the
Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development (DEECD) for the past eight years and
have worked at various secondary colleges and
primary schools across the Eastern region.

As an AHN | work as a member of the student
welfare team to improve the health and wellbeing of
students. Students are better prepared for learning
when they are healthy, safe and happy. My roleggive
me the ability to assist the school community to:
- Encourage healthier school communities
Enhance the health of students
Support students to make informed decisions
about their health and wellbeing
Work with teachers to deliver health education
sessions
Support transition for students from primary to
secondary school
Facilitate student wellbeing programs to improve
students health

| will be located at South Oakleigh SC on a Monday
and Tuesday, and look forward to getting to know
everyone.

JODY ATKIN
Adolescent Health Nurse
(RN Div1)

DEECD

Mobile: 0412081846
Available: Monday &
Tuesday at

South Oakleigh SC




MATHS NEWS

LCD means
lowest common
denominator

Ify=12,y-7=5

Latest “Maths Matters” News

Multiplying
surds

3x 5= 15

Down to Business

By now everyone should be settled into the new
school year.

Making a solid start to your studies gives you a
wonderful chance of achieving your best ever result
in maths.

Things you should be doing include:

Bringing your books, writing pads, calculator
and your best endeavours to every class - if
you are still to collect textbooks/calculators,
do this asap as these are essential tools
Listening to teacher explanations

Applying yourself to all assigned tasks
Trying different approaches to problems
Remembering it is OK to make mistakes,
they are part of the learning process
Checking your answers

Raising your hand if you need help

Not disrupting others

The medianis the middle number
in a set of ordered numbers

Brightening up the Maths Classrooms

Your teachers will give you an opportunity to add
some extra colour to your maths classrooms over the
coming weeks. We will make large poster paper
available to classes to display useful Maths
information you have been learning. Prizes will be
awarded — so get your thinking caps on and design
your Class entry asap.

Binomial expressions have
2 terms, trinomial ones have 3

Maths Homework Club Kicks Off

Our Maths Homework Club is up and running. If you
find it hard to concentrate at home, why not do your
homework in our Club — then | suppose we should
call it the Maths Schoolwork Club.

So if you need some help with your maths, or just a
quiet spot to do some homework, drop into the Club:

Where? C11
When? 3.15 pm — 4.45 pm Tuesdays (started 3/2/09)
and
12.30 pm — 1.30 pm Fridays (started 6/2/09)
Any student can join, so bring your questions and
enthusiasm and we will help you out.

Reminder — Maths Examinations for everyone

A key part of students’ learning at schools relates to
being able to apply their knowledge in exam
conditions. Exams should not be feared. They
represent an opportunity for students to demonstrate
their learning in a controlled situation. The school will
be running exams in Maths for all year levels in 2009
in order to refine students’ skills in this key area.
Your teachers will provide more details.

Maths Competition

“rxxk BREAKING NEW S*ssss*

South Oakleigh College produces great results in
National Maths Competition”..... yes, this could be
the heading in our Newsletter later this year...

We will be offering all students the opportunity to
enter the annual University of NSW — ICAS Maths
Competition. The related test will be held at our
school on Wed 19 Aug 2008. Just in case you are
wondering, Victoria does not run a similar competition
and this one has huge national support.

Each year level (7 — 12) have their own one hour test
comprising 35 multiple choice and 5 free response
guestions (years 8 — 12 require a calculator). The
cost per student is only $6.60 (including GST).
Results will be supplied in mid October and this will
include various awards.

This will be an ideal opportunity for students to
practise their exam techniques and compete against
students from around Australia. It will only cost the
equivalent of a Big Mac meal, so GIVE IT A GO.

If you want to find out more or try some trial tests
check out this web site:
http://www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/

Interested students should send an e-mail to
hughes.gary.g@edumail.vic.gov.au over the next few
weeks. Payments will be requested closer to the test
date with these to be made to the front office.



Quiz - Update

Last Quiz Question

What type of solid, or three dimensional object can
you make by taking this shape and folding it? You
cannot create any new edges.

Answer

A cylinder — next time you change a toilet roll — undo
the brown cylinder and see what shape you get.

Current Quiz Question

| start with a number, add 4, divide by 7, multiply by
20, add 10%, minus 2 and square root to give me 8.
What number did | start with?

Send your answer to
hughes.gary.g@edumail.vic.gov.au

And remember....... DO YOUR BEST.... HAVE
SOME FUN and “Maths Matters”

Gary Hughes
Maths Coordinator

TOMORROW'’S LEADERS FOR
SUSTAINABILITY

Tomorrow’s Leaders for Sustainability: South
Oakleigh College is participating in a pilot prdjec
creating awareness of the social and environmental
issues of 'Sustainability’ as well as encouragmg) a
enabling young people to take on leadership roles.
Other schools participating are Firbank Girls
Grammar, De la Salle College, OLSH, Sandringham
Sec College, Bentleigh Sec College and Coatesville
Primary.

The initiative will involve our students being tnaid
in sustainability and leadership. "Leadershighes t
ability to work with a group to influence them to
work in a particular situation on an agreed cowfse
action that will best serve the interest of theugro
The pilot will be initiated by Megan Dixon with
VCAL students, and Alison Jones and Frank de la
Rambelya in their Junior Science classes. The &ach
role includes facilitating students to come up with
their own sustainability project.

The Tomorrow’s Leaders for Sustainability (TLfS)
project will be creating a network of support meato
for students to achieve their goals. The network
includes local councils, businesses, scientific,
environmental and technology organisations,
universities and youth welfare groups such as
YouthConnect.

We will keep you informed of progress this year.

Frank de la Rambelya

EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE
(EMA)

To be eligible for receipt of 2009 EMA, the clainban
must:
be a parent or guardian of a primary or secondary
school student up to the age of sixtesm
be an eligible beneficiary of a Centre link pension
allowance or benefit within the meaning of the
State concessions Act 2004 or be a Veterans
Affairs (TPI) pensioner or be a foster pareand
submit their application to the school by the due
date
The eligibility criteria must be met as at thetfday of
Term 1 (28 January 2009) for the first installment and
first day of Term 3 (18 July 2009) for the second
installment.
Any applications based on Centre link payments that
are not income tested are not eligible unless the
claimant, in their own name, complies with the seto
dot point above.
If you would like to discuss any matter relating to
College charges please contact me at anytime.

Vensa Pinchen
Business Manager

PARENTS GROUP |

Science Coordinator

The Parents Group at South Oakleigh College will be
having their first meeting on Tuesdd§ Blarch at
7:30pm in the Social Staff Room. Please enter
through the main door.
The Parents Group meet on the first Tuesday of each
month. It gives an opportunity for parents to meet
together and discuss issues of concern. It isalso
great way of keeping up-to-date with all that's
happening at SOC.
The Parents Group will be meeting:
3“March
5" May

ALL WELCOME!




20 February 2009

Dear Parents / Guardians,

College Council Elections 2009

College Council elections are held yearly, as pathe Parent Members retire each year. Curremgly

have three Parent Members’ positions vacant. Ss@denominated parent members are on Council for a

two-year period.

Nomination forms may be obtained from the Collegé must be lodged by 4:00pm on Friday'27
February.

Following the closing of nominations a list of theminations received will be posted at the College.

The timeline is as follows:

Friday 20" February Call for nominations

Friday 27" February Nominations close 4:00pm.

Wednesday 4 March Display list of candidates, nominator and seonder
Tuesday 18" March Distribute ballot papers by this date (If Ballot is required)
Wednesday 18 March Close of ballot and count votes

Thursday 19" March Declare the poll

Attached is Appendix A: School Council Electiongormation for Parents.

Yours sincerely,

Debbie Locco
Executive Officer College Council



Appendix ASchool Council Elections
Information for Paren

School Council Elections 2008

What is a school council and what does it do?

All government schools in Victoria have a school
council. They are legally formed bodies that are
given powers to set the key directions of a school
within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this, a
school council is able to directly influence the
quality of education that the school provides for its
students.

Who is on the school council?

There are three possible categories of
membership:

A mandated elected Parent category . More
than one third of the total members must be
from this category. Department of Education
and Early Childhood Development (DEECD)
employees can be Parent members at their
child’'s school as long as they are not
employed at the school.

A mandated elected DEECD employee
category . Members of this category may
make up no more than one third of the total
membership of school council. The principal
of the school is automatically one of these
members.

An optional Community member
category . Its members are co-opted by a
decision of the council because of their
special skills, interests or experiences.
DEECD employees are not eligible to be
Community members.

The term of office for all members is two years.
Half the members must retire each year, creating
vacancies for the annual school council elections.

Why is Parent membership so important?

Parents on school councils provide important
viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help
shape the direction of the school.

Those parents who become active on a school
council find their involvement satisfying in itself and
may also find that their children feel a greater
sense of belonging.

How can you become involved?

The most obvious way is to vote in the elections,
which are held in Term 1 each year. However,
ballots are only held if more people nominate as
candidates than there are positions vacant.

In view of this, you might seriously consider

standing for election as a member of the
school council

encouraging another person to stand for
election.

Do | need special experience to be on school
council?

No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s
school and the desire to work in partnership with
others to help shape the school’s future.

What do you need to do to stand for election?

The principal will issue a notice and call for
nominations following the commencement of Term
1 each year. All school council elections must be
completed by the end of March.

If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange
for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you
can nominate yourself in the Parent category.

DEECD employees whose child is enrolled in a
school in which they are not employed are eligible
to nominate as parents for the school council
where their child is enrolled

Once the nomination form is completed, return it to
the principal within the time stated on the notice of
election. You will receive a Nomination Form
Receipt in the mail following the receipt of your
completed nomination.

If there are more nominations received than there
are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted
during the two weeks after the call for nominations
has closed.

Remember

Ask at the school for help if you would like to
stand for election and are not sure what to do

Consider standing for election to council this
year

Be sure to vote in the elections.

Contact the principal for further information.



for 10-13 year olds (Years 5-7)
at St John's Anglican Church Hall
Cnr Centre & Tucker Roads, East Bentleigh
20 February 7.30 — 10.30pm
Tickets $10 or
Season tickets available in February $70 for 8adisc
dates for 2009: 20 Mar. 15 May, 19 June, 21 Aug.
18 Sept. 16 Oct. 20 Nov.

Tickets on sale at St John’s Thursday 19 February
from 2.30-4.30pm
CROSSROADS s fully supervised and volunteers
police checked
Enquires to Yvonne 9557 2226 Tues-Frid. 10am to
4.30pm
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INTERESTED IN PEOPLE FROM OTHER
COUNTRIES?
HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED BECOMING
A VOLUNTEER HOST FAMILY?
Nikki Medwell
Inbound Exchange Administrator
World Education Program
Toll Free: 1300 884 733
Email: wep@wep.org.au
An information pack can be sent on request which
includes student photos and profiles.
It's easier than you think & a fantastic experience
for all!

COME & HAVE A KICK
New Players Wanted  www.oakleighdragons.org.au

Oakleigh Dragons Junior Football Club’s Registration

Days for New and Exciting Players (Girls are most
Welcome too)  Saturday 14th
February 9.00am to 11.00am and
Friday 20" February from 6.00pm
to 8.00pm@ Dragons, Scammell
Reserve (Mel 69 G11).

Bacon &Eggs for Saturday morning
& BBQ dinner on Friday night.

A Family Friendly environment for kids to learn theeat
game ofAustralian Rules Football and have some fun at
the same time. U9’s & U10’s play modified rulegtwiho
tackling to foster skill development. Teams frorh1l$ to
U17’s basically play normal rules.

The club has in place an Umpire Appreciation Progra
Bouncing Racism Out Of Sport Program and Players &
Parents are required to sign up to the Club’s Cofles
Conduct. The Club offers Accredited Coaches heglpin
players to develop the fithess and football skills fun,
safe and family friendly environment. We have fdun
these principles build a strong sense of commutégm
work, pride and fair play.

Please note: South Oakleigh College and the
Department of Education and Early Childhoo
Development does not endorse or accept the
responsibility for any of the products or servige
of any private advertiser.
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