
 

 
 

 

ISSUE NO. 4 

MARCH 20
th
 2009 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Tuesday 24
th

 March  
Year 7 Sport final 
 

Friday 27
th

 March 

Year 8 Sport Final 
 

Tuesday 31
st
 March 

PARENT/TEACHER 

INTERVIEWS 

4pm. until 7pm. 
 

Wednesday 1
st
 April 

Year 7 Camp 

Billabong Ranch Echuca 

 

 

 

INSPIRATIONAL QUOTE 

CHOICES  

Some people sit, some people try.  

Some people laugh, some people cry.  

Some people will, some people won't.  

Some people do , some people don't.  

Some people believe and develop a plan,  

Some people doubt, never think they can.  

Some people face hurdles and give it their best,  

Some people break down when faced with a test.  

Some people complain of their miserable lot'  

Some people are thankful for all that they've got.  

And when it's all over, when it comes to an end,  

Some people lose out and some people win.  

We all have choices, we all have a say,  

We are all spectators in life or we get in and play.  

Whichever we choose, how we handle life's game,  

The choices are ours; no one else is to blame.  
 

    

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

New school council for 2009 

Welcome to Linda Duke, James 

Schumacher who have been reelected 

to council in 2009 and a special 

welcome to Diann Rhodes who joins 

us for the first time as a Parent 

Representative on School Council. 

We also welcome Gary Hughes and 

Helen Koziaris as DEECD 

representatives to School Council. 
 

Self Evaluation  

and the new Strategic Plan. 
 

This is the year of our school review 

which is to take place in June. The 

school needs to conduct a self 

evaluation by analysing data carefully 

to decide what has been working well 

and what we should be focusing on 

over the next four years. Working 

parties of teachers will begin meeting 

this week. Students and parents will 

also be given an opportunity to have 

input. We then need to prepare a self 

evaluation document to present to the 

reviewer in mid May. She will study 

this, interpret the data as an 

independent analyst, and then meet 

with us to discuss all viewpoints on 

the day of review. She then makes 

recommendations to us in a formal 

report and these suggestions form the 

basis of our new strategic plan. 
 

Swimming sports 

The swimming carnival was held a 

couple of weeks ago in weather 

conditions that were less than ideal. 

The atmosphere on the day was great. 

The students who attended were 

enthusiastic in their house colours, 

cheering each other on. Spirits were 

not dampened by the rain. The staff 

also rallied to make this day a big 

success. Students and staff were 

extremely positive on the day and a 

good day was had by all. I would like 

to commend the college community 

for their willingness to participate and 

for doing so in such an optimistic 

way. 
 

Debbie Locco   

College Principal 

 

From the Mayor of Monash  

during his speech to South 

Oakliegh Students on Leadership.  

  

Being  Mayor has taught me that 

leadership is about encouraging and 

inspiring people to want to achieve a 

defined goal. It is not about giving 

orders and having people simply 

follow them. 
 

It is about working together to make 

decisions and to effect change. It is 

being ethical,having a clear sense of 

direction and using knowledge, skills 

and imagination. This is how people 

choose whether or not they respect 

your leadership. 

 

Good leadership is about selflessly 

striving to serve the common good. If 

a leader is mainly interested in their 

own benefit, they will ultimately fail 

because people will choose not to 

follow them. 

 

WORK EXPERIENCE YEAR 10 
 

June 15 Monday – 19 Friday 

Students must hand in their 

completed WORK EXPERIENCE 

FORMS to Pastoral by Friday 25
th

 

April.  Only students who comply 

with this can go out of school for 

work experience 

Bakers Road, Oakleigh South 

Victoria 3167 

Telephone 9579 2322 
 

Facsimile 9579 2946 

Email south.oakleigh.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au  

www.sosc.vic.edu.au 

mailto:south.oakleigh.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.sosc.vic.edu.au/


 
 

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS 
 

One of the things we like to do during Year 12 English classes 

is have each student cook and bring a creation to share with 

class mates once a week.  It adds to the collegiate feel of the 

Year level, and guarantees some excellent culinary 

experiences in class.  On Valentines  Day (a casual dress day), 

School Captain Tiffany Newton volunteered and brought cup 

cakes decorated with hearts to share.  A standard has been set, 

now it is up to others to match it! 

 

 

 

At the Year 12 Retreat, held in the first week of school this 

year, College Principal Mrs Locco was presented with her 

„Year 12 2009‟ Rugby Top.   School Captains Tiffany Newton 

and Lauretta Lord presented the top to the Principal, and 

welcomed her to the South Oakleigh team.  Wear it with pride! 

           Annabel Aldous 

           Senior School Leader 

 

 

JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 
 

As a result of the cancellation of all camps by the 

Department a few weeks ago, the Year 7 camp has been 

rescheduled for the last week of Term 1.  We will be 

departing the College at 7.45 am on Wednesday April 1 

and returning by 4.00 pm on Friday April 3.  The venue 

remains the same – Billabong Ranch at Echuca- and there 

are no changes to the cost of the camp. 

All students have been informed of the changed date and 

have been given a list of requirements for the camp.  If 

students have not returned any of the notices that have 

been distributed, including the medical form and the horse 

riding waiver, they must bring them to the College as soon 

as possible.   

Pat Cahill 

Junior School Leader 
 

SOC STUDENTS LEADERSHIP TRAINING AT HIGHVALE SECONDARY COLLEGE  

     

On Thursday the 12th of March students from South 

Oakleigh Secondary College attended a leadership training 

course at Highvale Secondary College. The leaders were 

Vice Captains, Mitchell Waters, Annabelle Tolios, 

Lauretta Lord and S.R.C Captain Amanda Collins. There 

they shared ideas with students from Glen Waverley and 

Highvale Colleges. Many students found that they had a 

lot in common such as making the right choices in and 

outside school, setting goals and the need for mentoring 

across all ages. I was very happy to accompany these 

students because their attitude was positive and their 

behaviour excellent.  

Mr Ioannidis  

(S.R.C Co-ordinator)  
 

JAPANESE DRUMMING 
 

 

Every Wednesday after school seven students (Aidan, Gavin, Karli, 

Loretta, Alisha, Isaac, Briina) get together in the theatre to practise two 

pieces of  Japanese drumming: Hamamatsu Festival and Sea. The 

Japanese drums are borrowed from Huntingdale Primary School and 

we thank them for their generosity. We also thank Mr Drury for fixing 

a broken stand. We are planning to perform our two pieces on Open 

Day, 6th May in Term 2.  
 

LOTE Japanese teachers  

Mr Watanabe & Ms Mori  

 

 



 
 

ARTS NEWS 

 
On Sunday the 15th of March, familiesand people from the 

communities of Monash were invited to attend a wonderful 

day full of fun, entertainment and excitement at Warrawee 

Park in Oakleigh. 
 

The Monash Gallery of Art had put up a stall for those who 

were interested in taking photos and possibly getting the 

chance to win a LOMO Holga camera kit, valued at $135.00 

as well as getting the opportunity to have their photographs 

hung in the gallery and possibly an image enlarged. 
 

The competition started at 12 o‟clock allowing one to have six 

hours before one had to return the camera back to the stall with 

one‟s 27 exposures and filling out a descriptive sheet of the 

photos that you were taking.  

 

The cost was absolutely free and processing the photos was all 

up to the MGA to take care of. All one had to do was use one‟s 

creativity and imagination. 
 

 All the images from the competition will be processed 

exhibited from the 28th of April till the 31st of May. The 

gallery encourages everyone to come down and view all the 

different photos that photographers took at the festival. I 

enjoyed myself for the couple of hours I was down there 

experimenting with the camera angles taking different kinds of 

photos and being able to use this as an outcome for school. 

Also I had the chance to win a camera that I could use for my 

educational purposes 

 

Pamela Alexopoulos 

Year 11 

 

 

 

 

 

Odd Spot 
 

During our Yr 8 sports day on 13/3, some were witness to a 

very interesting contest. After enthusiastic instruction from 

Mr. Mulligan, the Year 8 students were battling it out in a 

game of Texicans/Mexicans on the outside basketball 

courts. The scores were very tight with Mr. Drury and Mr. 

Hughes providing coaching support and additional 

competition. Then for some unknown reason a tennis ball 

took fight from one end of the court and spiraled towards 

the other end.  It was a majestic flight, but one drawn like a 

magnet towards Mr. Drury‟s head.  He barely blinked as 

the ball rebounded an impressive 10 metres.  Mr. Drury 

was heard to say “this is not soccer” and continued almost 

oblivious to his great heading skills.   Yes……it was 

Friday 13
th
 after all.  

 

Regards SOSC Odd Spot Reporter 
 

 

The UMAT is on July 29 2009   

 Google then type UMAT for all 

the information about registering 

and location. 
The test is used specifically to assist 

with the selection of students into 

the medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, 

optometry, physiotherapy  and health science degree 

programs at undergraduate level at the universities: 

Monash, Melbourne, La Trobe and Sydney, NSW and 

Adelaide. 

.When can I register for the UMAT?  

Registrations for UMAT2009 will open in early April 2009 

and will close at 5pm AEST on Friday 5 June. Late 

registrations will close at 5pm AEST on Friday 19 June. 

No further registrations will be accepted after that. You 

may download a copy of the UMAT2009 Information 

Booklet from this website. The UMAT2009 Information 

Booklet is available ONLY online. Hard copies will not be 

provided.      

www.F2FUMAT.com.au       www.F2FUMAT.com.au     

Careers Coordinator 

Jill Bryant  



 

 
Let’s Celebrate Our Cultural Diversity Week 
16 – 22 March 2009 
 

South Oakleigh College aims to create and sustain a vibrant learning community that values lifelong learning and the 
ability to live together in harmony. We honour the diversity present in our students’ learning styles and cultural heritage of 
our community. 
 

The College is proud of its multicultural profile and the week gives us the opportunity to celebrate it, as well as develop 
further awareness and appreciation of the diverse cultural group represented at the College. 
 
 

Unique But United 
 
White, Yellow and Black, 
All the races in one country. 
Living with the same goal and vision 
To bring the country to a brighter 
future. 
 
We look different, 
Our cultures are different, 
Our shapes are different, 
And we speak different languages. 
 
But deep inside our hearts beat 
Our souls feel and we have hopes. 
No one is different, 
No one is special, 
No one is weird, 
 

We are all the same, 
Creations of God. 
 
We laugh when we are happy, 
We cry when we are sad. 
We sing joyously, 
And we dance gracefully. 
 
Our sameness and uniqueness is our 
identity. 
The only one that really matters. 
Since we all share Australia as our 
home, 
 
Does not matter what language we 
speak. 
Singing the national anthem, 
 
 

 
We celebrate the success of our 
country, 
Our mutual success. 
 
Australia is only one part of the world 
But on a human level, 
It’s the place where you can see 
faces 
 from all over the globe. 
 
Let’s live in the harmony, 
And celebrate life. 
In which everyone of us 
Has a rightful place 
Of one’s own. 
 
Isabelle Lau 2007 

Celebrating Cultural Diversity has two important purposes: 
 
The first is to recognise, acknowledge and celebrate the many contributions that migrants and refugees have made to the 
social, cultural, economic and political life of Victoria.  
 
Secondly, the Week marks the United Nations International Day for the Elimination of Racism – commemorated annually 
on 21 March, and provides an opportunity for Victorians to pledge their commitment to not commit or condone any form of 
racial discrimination and to promote mutual respect for all Victorians. 
 
Also, since 2007, Victoria has its own Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities. The Charter ensures that all 
Victorians’ fundamental human rights are considered in the development of legislation and diversity of services. 
 
The aim of Cultural Diversity Week is particularly relevant to our school, given the diverse ethnic background of our 
students.  It is an opportunity to acknowledge the benefits that cultural, linguistic and religious diversity brings to the State.  
  
There are a number of simple ways the celebration of our Cultural Diversity can be incorporated into our curriculum with a 
range of classroom and lunchtime activities. 
They include: 

¶ A poster competition that is open to all students on the theme of ‘Different but the same.  All 
Victorianô(prizes to be won). 

 

¶ A piece of writing competition that celebrates Victoriaôs cultural diversity and shows students’ understanding 
of the diverse society we live in, and how it can be truly inclusive of people from all different backgrounds(prizes 
to be won). 
The piece can be: 

a. A poem 
b. An article for a newsletter 
c. A4 or A3 size book or wall story celebrating our cultural diversity 
d. Your personal experience 
e. An interview with someone you know where you choose a specific topic such as refugees, or 

discrimination or something else. 
 

All the above entries have to be submitted to your teachers and then ON or BEFORE 31/03/09  to Mrs.Zhiv  



 

 
  
  

  

How can I do better at Maths?? 

I am glad you asked……some of the keys to  

more success in Maths include: 

¶ Not giving up 

Success comes to those who 

apply themselves to their work.  

This is true of  many things you 

do.   Were you an expert at that 

computer game after a couple of 

sessions??  No, it took practise.  

¶ Ask for help 

We are always learning and often need assistance to 

understand some areas of our work.  Teachers are there to 

explain and guide.  A simple question can save you so 

much time and frustration. 

¶ Try different approaches 

There are often different ways to solve the same problem 

– so be flexible about how your approach questions. 

¶ Don’t get upset with mistakes 

Mistakes are a real part of learning.  They are 

opportunities to fill in gaps in your knowledge. 

¶ Complete your work 

Attempt to finish all assigned classroom work, or at least 

complete a good sample of questions. 

¶ Revise….revise….revise 

This means summarising your topics and testing your 

ability to solve a range of sample problems. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Are you using the Homework Club?   

We are seeing an increasing number of students dropping by to get 

some help with their work at the Maths Homework Club.   

We meet every Tuesday after school in C11 from 3.15 pm to 4.45 

pm and again on Fridays at lunchtime.    Everyone‟s welcome!! 

Checkout our online maths homework club 

www.mathshomeworkclub.wikispaces.com 

Further Maths students also checkout  

www.fm2009.wikispaces.com 

Interim Reports 

Student interim reports are currently being finalised by your 

teachers.  These will provide valuable information on your progress 

in the first term.  Make sure you spend some time reviewing these 

and planning any improvements   

Quiz Update   

Last Quiz Question 

Find the next two numbers in this sequence 

 -7, -5, 1, 13, 33, ___ , ___   

 

Answer: 63, 105 

(method : add 1
2
+1, 2

2
+2, 3

2
+3, etc) 

Current Quiz Question 

What is the area of the biggest square I can place inside 

a circle of diameter 10 cm? 

   

Email your answer to -

hughes.gary.g@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 
 
 

 

 Southern Cross Cultural Exchange, an Australian 

not-for-profit  organisation specialising in 

international student exchange programs,  is seeking 

volunteer host families for high school students 

scheduled to arrive in Australia in July 2009 from 

Germany, Italy, France, Holland, Austria, Spain, Sweden, 

Norway, Denmark Finland, Japan, Brazil, Canada and the USA. 

Host families can choose from students staying for a range of 

either 3, 5 or 10 months and they all attend local high schools 

whilst they are in Australia. The main purpose of cultural 

exchange is to challenge youth  

To enquire, call Southern Cross Cultural Exchange now toll free 

on 1800 500 501, visit www.scce.com.au or email 

scceaust@scce.com.au 

 

 

 

Maths Matters  

2sinxcosx 

When trying to add/subtract fractions you 

must first convert the bottom numbers 

(denominators) into the same number by 

finding the lowest common denominator 

Outliers are extreme data values  

 

Surds are just numbers with square 

roots that cannot be simplified eg √5, 

√7, but √4 = 2 so √4 is not a surd. 

 

INDOOR SOCCER  
Clinics 5 -9yrs  

Intensive 6 -12yrs   
For boys and  girls  
STARTING NOW  

ENTER NOW 

OAKLEIGH/ASHBURTON  
BIALIK COLLEGE  
Commencing April   

contact  
Sally on 0409 764 165 or 
sally@vikingsfutsal.com  

 
 
 

http://www.mathshomeworkclub.wikispaces.com/
http://www.fm2009.wikispaces.com/
mailto:sally@vikingsfutsal.com


 
 

 

 

Affordable accident protection for your children 

No parent or guardian likes to dwell on the prospect of accidents or injuries to their child, but the reality is that accidents do happen and families often struggle to cope 

with the financial pressures that follow. 

Accidents don't discriminate on the basis of age, location or school, and sadly injuries to school -aged 

children can place enormous financial stress on their families, and can also have wider e ffects too. When 

this happens, parents and guardians need a helping hand. 

And all too often, parents are surprised to learn just how little cover, if any, their children have when they 

are at school or at play. 

StudentCover is student accident insurance that provides protection for your children 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week, anywhere in the world*. The cover applies whether they are at school or not, and 

includes almost every sport. (*some conditions apply) 
The annual cost of a StudentCover policy is just $29.00. 

 
Forms available at the office 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Under 15/ Footballers needed 
 

Oakleigh Dragons Junior 

Club  

Our U/15 Football team needs more players. 

We need you. 

The club is located at Scammell Reserve, 

behind the Bowling Club in North Road, 

Oakleigh South. 

The club fields teams from U/9-U17 and is a 

well organised and respected member of the 

M.S.J.F.L. 

Please contact: 

Kerry Nolan 95795660 0408 795 660 
 
 

Kittens FREE TO GOOD HOME  

Two 5 week old female kittens ready to go next 
week free good home, 4 more kittens ready to go 
free to good home 3 weeks after . 
Please contact the General office for details. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note:  South Oakleigh College and  

the DEECD do not endorse or accept the  

responsibility for any of the products or  

service of any private advertiser 
 

 

 


