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Upcoming Events  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Thursday 14
th

 May 

Senior Round Robin  

 

Friday 15th May 

District Cross Country 

11.00a.m. ï 2.30p.m. 

 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  

 May 12
th
 ï 14

th 

NAPLAN ï Years 7and 9 

 

Thursday 28
th

 May 

Year 11 Study Day 

 

Friday 29
th

 May 

Year 11 Exams Start (English)  

 
Tuesday 9

th
 June 

Year 12 Exams 

Start 

 

 

 

 

 
 

KOREAN STUDENTS 

Any parents who wish to host Korean 

students during Term 3 please contact me. 

 

Helen Koziaris 
 

 

 

INSPIRATIONAL QUOTE  

If I had one life to lead I would not 

change anything,  but to be kinder to 

myself and others. 

Anonymous 

 

 

PRINCIPALôS REPORT 

Athletics Sports 

The Athletics Carnival was held on 

Wednesday 29
th

 April. It was fantastic 

to see the competitors in their house 

colours participating in a variety of 

different events. Thank you to all 

competitors for your great school 

spirit. A special thank you to the staff 

for their contribution on the day. It was 

rewarding to see some parents present 

cheering for family members. 

NAPLAN Tests 

The nationwide NAPLAN tests will be 

conducted in all schools on May 12
th

- 

May 14
th

. Students in Year 7 and Year 

9 complete Reading, Writing, 

Language Conventions and Numeracy 

tests over these three days. Exemptions 

are permitted for students who have 

been learning English for less than one 

year and for students on the PSD 

program. Please note that all students 

require a calculator for the 

Numeracy test. 

Uniform  

As the cold weather begins, it becomes 

obvious that some students do not have 

school jumpers or school jackets. 

Please ensure that your child has the 

necessary uniform to enable them to be 

comfortable in this cold weather. 

Uniform items can be purchased at 

Primary School Wear (PSW) in 

Cheltenham. 

VCE Exams 

It may seem premature to be 

mentioning VCE exams in April, but 

there are many VCE students who have 

VCE exams in June. During the Term 1 

holidays many staff ran holiday 

sessions for students to assist them in 

revising course material. Thank you to 

those staff who devoted holiday time to 

work with their students. I encourage 

all VCE students who have midyear 

exams to begin revision now. A steady 

preparation for exams is the best way 

to achieve success. Please begin your 

revision now. 
. 

Debbie Locco 

College Principal 

ROTARY CLUB OF MONASH  

ANZAC SERVICE  
 

 

On Thursday the 21
st
 of April 2009 three of 

our SRC representatives, Chevaun (9a), 

Kahli (8c) and Nicole (7a) went to the rotary 

club of Monash schools Anzac service. There 

were over 32 schools at the service, a great 

number for the second rotary club Anzac 

service. We were greeted by the Royal 

Australian Navy Band and the Australian 

Catafalque Party.  The Rotary Club President 

welcomed us, then the Mayor of Monash 

came to speak. OôGod, Our Help In Ages 

Past (song) was played and sung by 

everyone. 

Colonel John impressively indicated the pain 

of war in a 10min story where he pretended 

we were his granddaughters.  It seemed very 

real and was presented amazingly 

well.  Schools laid their wreaths along with 

Ann Barker and the Mayor of Monash. We 

therefore gave a silent tribute, Lest We 

Forget. The national anthem was sung and 

the service was dismissed. 

 Chevaun 9A, Kahli  8C  

and Nicole 7A 
 

 Students at the ANZAC Service 

 

Bakers Road, Oakleigh South 

Victoria 3167 

Telephone 9579 2322 
 

Facsimile 9579 2946 

Email south.oakleigh.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au  

www.sosc.vic.edu.au 

mailto:south.oakleigh.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.sosc.vic.edu.au/


 

ENGLISH/ESL NEWS     
 

As previously mentioned, students are offered 

numerous opportunities to extend their skills and 

challenge themselves through extension activities 

in the area of English/ESL. Currently, students 

have the chance to enter the University of New South Wales 

Writing and English Competitions. These prestigious annual 

competitions have been running for many years and are the 

pre-eminent English Competition in Australia and New 

Zealand. The competitions are run under formal examination 

conditions, providing students with invaluable exam 

experience. The English Competition primarily tests reading 

comprehension and vocabulary, while the Writing 

Competition entails a creative written response to visual or 

written stimulus. High Distinction, Distinction, Credit and 

Participation certificates are awarded: a valuable contribution 

to any studentôs folio of achievements. 
 

South Oakleigh College has experienced great success in these 

competitions, with many distinction and high distinctions 

being acquired by our students in previous years. Last year, 

one of our students scored in the top 1% of participants and we 

have previously had a student winning the Victorian medal. 

Parental support to encourage students to participate in these 

competitions would be greatly appreciated. The cost is $7.00 

for the English Competition and $12.00 for the Writing 

Competition, or $19.00 in total. If your child did not receive a 

notice and you would like them to enter, please have them 

request one from their English teacher, or have students take 

money to the office in a clearly labeled envelope with the 

name, form and title of the competition theyôre entering 

 

and please ensure the correct money is enclosed. The closing 

date for payment is Monday 18
th
 May. 

 

Please continue to encourage Year 7 to 8 students to keep up 

the pace reading for the Victorian Premierôs Reading 

Challenge. Successful participants will receive a certificate 

signed by the Victorian Premier and have their name 

published in The Age newspaper. Registration forms should 

have been returned to your childôs English teacher. This 

Challenge promotes reading for both pleasure and leisure. 

Research clearly indicates a strong link between wider reading 

and success in class and exams, as students are constantly 

exposed to a model of how to write well, as well as expand 

their vocabulary and improve their spelling. Students are 

encouraged to read 15 novels, with at least ten from a 

recommended list. We will monitor books read and library 

staff will facilitate studentsô online registration necessary for 

the awarding of certificates. Novels read will also be credited 

to the Year 7 and 8 Reading Room Program.  
 

During the year, students will be offered the opportunity to 

broaden their horizons through attending excursions to hear 

authors or inspirational speakers, or see plays or experience 

different events as a stimulus for their creative writing. Please 

encourage students to attend. We need your support to ensure 

that these events are successful. The English/ESL KLA is 

looking forward to a very productive year in partnership with 

parents and students. 

 

Chris Melki -Wegner 

English/ESL KLA Leader 

 

 

 

SCIENCE NEWS  
ºRTRS@HM@AHKHSX @BSHUHSHDR» 
 

The Human Sign: On May 17 2009 at 11am, a 

human sign response to climate change will be 

created on St. Kilda beach. Schools such as 

South Oakleigh College are organising as many students, 

parents and friends to be a part of the event to make it as 

powerful a statement as possible. The words of the sign will 

say "CLIMATE CHANGE - OUR FUTURE IS IN YOUR 

HANDS".  

We have been given the letter ñOò to make by standing next to 

each other.  Please come along to help send a strong message 

in support of the environment. For more details see 

www.live.org.au. 

Scientists In Schools programme: scientist Dr Jessica Welch 

has been partnered with our school to enable our students to 

get to know a scientist and her world of research. Dr Welch is 

working with CSIRO on a sustainability project to find the 

best fungi, which produce the best enzymes for breaking down 

wood, paper and agricultural waste into biofuels. In the next 

few weeks, Dr Welch will be spending time with 8C while 

they use microscopes to observe bacteria and fungus cells, and 

will be sharing her experiences as a scientist and discussing 

sustainability science with 10D.  

10D students are beginning their study of renewable energy 

using equipment donated by STELR (Science and Technology  
 

Education Leveraging Relevance). Our school is one of 31 

pilot schools across Australia exploring new ways of acquiring 

knowledge and thinking skills using inquiry based learning, 

focussing on wind power, solar power and biofuels.  

Our school has also entered a partnership with University of 

Melbourne students who have set up a project called 

ThinkActGreen. The university students will be organising 

speakers to deliver seminars to our students, who will then 

participate in a sustainability competition to come up with 

proposals for sustainability actions. 

Mr De La Rambelya   Science Coordinator 

 



 

 Whatôs Happening in 

Maths? 
 

Start of Term 2 - Reminders 

Welcome back from your holiday break.  I 

hope you all had an enjoyable time.   

By now you should have received your 

interim reports.  It was so good to see so 

many parents attending the Parent/Teacher 

interviews to discuss these  reports. 

Hopefully, you did your best and your 

reports reflect this. As you commence term 

2 you need to think about your mid-year exam preparations. Here are 

some study hints that should help with these preparations : 

¶ Do you have your equipment 
Make sure you have a calculator in good working order with 

fresh batteries. If you have not bought one, do this in the next 

week or so.  This will give you a chance to practise using it 

before your exams. You can save quite a bit of money buying a 

second hand unit.  Check out EBay or find one from a previous 

student. 

¶ Do some revision 
Good students set time aside to revise topics each week.  Do 

some questions from your textbook, past tests/exams, or make 

up your own questions.  Create some revision cards with 

questions on one side and answers on the other.  Even set-up you 

own Study Group with some friends. 

¶ Focus on the more difficult areas 
If you found a particular area of study a bit more challenging 

then do some extra work in this area. 

¶ Have a look at the future 
Scan through your textbook to get an idea of the topics you will 

be studying in Term 2.  See if you can do some worked 

examples and a few questions from the exercises at the 

beginning of these chapters. 

¶ Congratulate yourself 
It can take quite a bit of effort to achieve success in your studies 

so be proud of what you have achieved and know that you are 

developing excellent life skills. 

¶ Have some fun 
Go outside and have some fun with your friends.  Studying is 

important, but this needs to be balanced with other activities so 

donôt stay in front of the TV or your computer.  Play some 

basketball, soccer, football, tennis, rugby, etc. 
   
WIKI SPACES  ARRIVE @SOC 

We have set up a number of interactive web sites to allow secure 

access to important study resources over the internet, whether you 

are at school, or any where else with access to the web.   

These are called wikis and are listed below: 

www.naplan2009.wikispaces.com 

Year 7/9 students can use this site to practise  Maths/English skills for 

the NAPLAN testing which will be held at the school 12 ï14 May 09 

www.mathshomeworkclub.wikispaces.com 

Any student can use this site to help with their maths homework.  

Post a question or check out solutions from others  

www.fm2009.wikispaces.com 

Yr 12 Further Maths students can access important revision/exam 

materials, post questions, check-out solutions, etc.  

www.swd2009.wikispaces.com 

Yr 12 Software Development students can access current topic/prac 

resources, revision and exam materials, etc.  If you are interested in 

studying IT at Yr 12 check it out! 

If you would like us to set-up wikis for other groups, please let me 

know. 

Happy wikiing! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you using the Homework Club?   

We are seeing an increasing number of students dropping by to get 

some help with their work at the Maths Homework Club;  special 

mention to Conor Saunders for attending all the Friday sessions.  

During term we meet every Tuesday after school in C11 from 3.15 

pm to 4.45 pm and again on Fridays at lunchtime.    Everyoneôs 

welcome, so make an effort to attend;  especially with mid year 

exams approaching! 

Calculators   

Every student studying maths should have their prescribed calculator 

by now.  If you have not purchased one, try to do this over the next 

week or so. 

These will be needed by year 7/9 students for their NAPLAN testing 

12 ï 14 May and by all maths students for mid-year exams. 
 

Quiz Update   
 

Last Quiz Question 

How many seconds  

in an angle of size  

42Ǔ12ô 42ò 

 

Answer:  

Just like time, there are 60 seconds (ò) in 1 minute (ô) and  

60 minutes (ó) in 1 degree (Ǔ). 
 

So 42Ǔ12ô 42ò  = (42 X 60 X 60) + (12 X 60) + 42 =  151962ò 
 

Current Quiz Question 

The numbers  40.247089,  26.282751   are very important to 

Australiaôs History?  

What do they mean? 

 Email your answer to: hughes.gary.g@edumail.vic.gov.au   

or leave your answer with your name on a piece of paper in Mr 

Hughesô pigeon hole (staff room). 

And rememberé.Maths matters. 
 

Regards  
 

Mr G Hughes 

Maths Coordinator 

 

 

 

Odd Spot 
School Athletics Day was witness to a number of 

interesting moments.  We had a couple of teachers 

practising resuscitation techniques, another attempting an 

800 metre run and almost expiring and then we had a 

rather large visitor from Russia ï unfortunately he kept 

falling over when he danced.  The students who attended 

keenly competed for the trophy, both on and off the track. 

Congratulations to all those who donned their house 

colours.  Special mention to the School and House 

Leaders who showed wonderful fashion sense.  

 

Regards     SOC Odd Spot Reporter 

Maths Matters  

2sinxcosx 

y =ax
2
+bx+c is the general 

equation of a parabola.  The axis 

of symmetry is x = - b/2a, and 

this is always the x value of the 

turning point. 

Irrational numbers  are not those 

that argue with you for no reason, 

they are numbers that cannot be 

represented by the ratio of two 

integers  eg  ã5 or ã7 

cot Ø = cosØ / sinØ 

cos2Ø=1 -2sin
2
Ø 

http://www.naplan2009.wikispaces.com/
http://www.mathshomeworkclub.wikispaces.com/
http://www.fm2009.wikispaces.com/
http://www.swd2009.wikispaces.com/


 

SOS Athletics  Sports Day
Congratulations to all students who competed in the SOS Athletics Sports.  The atmosphere was electrifying .  

RESULTS:  1
st
 Grevillia    2

nd
  Waratah    3

rd
 Banksia    4

th
 Acacia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Y EAR 9 CAMP AT FOREST LODGE FARM   

 

The Year 9 Camp will be held at Forest Lodge Farm on 29
th
 -31

st
 of July.  Last week students were given a 

medical form and an information sheet.  Medical forms must be filled in, signed and returned to Pastoral 

teachers before Friday May 29
th

.  A deposit of $50.00 is also required by this date. 

The camp demonstrates an active commitment to promoting friendship between people, through their 

specially designed ñadventure activity coursesò, which help to build self-esteem and self-confidence, develop 

problem-solving and teamwork skills and trust and, above all, allows students to have fun in a unique 

environment. 

There are many adventure activities available on site including ropes courses and initiatives courses, 

canoeing, raft building, Flying Fox and Giant Swing.  On the last day, weather permitting, we take a beach walk 

from Squeaky Beach to Tidal River. 

The photos below show just some of activities enjoyed by students who attended Forest Lodge Farm last 

year. 

        Ms Glenda Bloore 

        Middle School Leader 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


