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Monday 25
th

 May 

Girls Footy –  

Equal Opportunity Sport 

 

Friday 29
th

 May 

Year 11 Exams Start (English) 

 

Wednesday 3
rd

 June  

 Year 9/10 Round Robin 

 

Wednesday 10
th

 June 

UNSW Science Competition 

 

Monday 15
th

 June 

VCE Unit 2 Starts 

 

Monday 15
th

 June – 19
th

 June 

Year 10 Work Experience 

 

Friday 19
th

 June 

Year 8 Round Robin 

 

Tuesday 23
rd 

June 

UNSW Writing Competition 

 

Wednesday 24
th

June 

Year 7 and 8 Immunisations 

 

Thursday 25
th 

June 

Southern Zone Cross Country 
 
 

Inspirational Quote 

The things taught in schools and colleges 

are not an education, but the means of 

education. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 

 

BER Building the Education 

Revolution 
 

South Oakleigh Secondary College will 

receive $200,000 to complete 

refurbishment on our facilities as part of 

the stimulus package being funded by the 

Commonwealth Government. This is a 

great opportunity to be able to improve 

the learning environment at the College 
 

Athletics Carnival 

The Athletics Carnival held on Thursday 

29
th

 April was a great success. It was a 

cool but fine day with excellent 

participation by students from all year 

levels. It was great to see students dressed 

in their house colours and competing in a 

number of events. 
 

Open Night 

Our Open Night was held on Wednesday 

6
th

 May. The evening was well attended 

by parents and students from Primary 

schools in the local area. It was very 

pleasing to see so many visitors 

appreciating the programs that we offer at 

the College. Thank you to the families 

from our school who attended to see their 

children participating in a range of 

activities. It was a very successful 

evening. 
 

Professional Development 

Our staff recently attended a Professional 

Development session conducted for all 

teachers in the Monash Network. The 

session was on “How to Get Your school 

Moving and Improving” by Steven 

Dinham from ACER. The presentation 

was well informed by data. We will be 

doing some follow up PD with our staff to 

ensure we maximise the knowledge that 

was gained in this session. It was great 

that all staff were able to hear the same 

information so that we can work to 

continually improve teaching and learning  

at the College. 
 

Testing 

NAPLAN tests were conducted this week 

for Year 7s and Year 9s. These sessions 

went smoothly. The data provides useful 

information to us about the students’ 

levels of achievement. Results will not be 

in the school until about August. 
 

Farewell 

I would like to farewell Pat Cahill. Pat has 

been a Leading Teacher at the College for 

nine years. Her contribution to the welfare 

of students has been much appreciated. 

Pat has been a member of College 

Council over a long period of time.  We 

wish her well in her new appointment to 

Carrum Downs Secondary College. 
 

Debbie Locco 

College Principal 

 

JAPANESE DRUMMING 
 

Kahli, Briina, Adan, Gavin, Alisha and 

Lauretta performed Japanese drumming 

(Taiko) in the foyer on Open Day. They 

played a piece called Hamamatsu Matsuri 

(festival). After the performance, Adan, 

Gavin and Briina taught how to play 

Taiko to teachers, staff and visitors. They 

had practiced well in a limited time and 

their performance  was fantastic. 
 

Ms Mori 
 

Japanese drumming (Taiko) at the open 

night was fun because I had the privilege 

of playing in front of an audience which I 

hadn’t done for a few years. I also 

thoroughly enjoyed it because I was given 

the opportunity to teach other people 

about how to play the Taiko and the 

names of the sticks (Bachi) and the stance 

that a drummer has to be in (kamae). All 

in all I enjoyed performing at the open 

night and want to do it again. 
 

Adan Penfold 

Bakers Road, Oakleigh South 

Victoria 3167 

Telephone 9579 2322 
 

Facsimile 9579 2946 

Email south.oakleigh.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au  

www.sosc.vic.edu.au 

mailto:south.oakleigh.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.sosc.vic.edu.au/


 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 
 

YEAR 10 
 

An important reminder to Year 10 students and 

Parents/Guardians that, in the second last week of this 

term, students will be out on Work Experience.  All Work 

Experience details need to be finalized in the next week.  

Work Experience forms should be signed and returned to 

the Careers teacher, Mrs. Bryant, and online work safety 

questionnaires must be completed, two copies of each and 

returned.  Students cannot enter a work place without 

doing these tasks.  For those students who are not doing 

Work Experience, classes will be running.  A reminder to 

Year 10 students to finalise their school work 

commitments before they go to Work Experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 9  NAPLAN TESTS 

CONCENTRATION PLUS! 
 

On the 12, 13
th
 and 14

th
 of May, students in Years 7 and 9 

sat for the NAPLAN tests.  These tests are conducted 

nationwide each year for students in Years 3, 5, 7, and 9. 

Students are tested in Literacy and Numeracy over the 

three days where they do three English tests and two 

Maths tests. 

Our students conducted themselves well throughout the 

tests with a high level of concentration being evident as 

they tackled each test booklet. 

Individual test results will be posted to parents later in the 

term. 

Below are some photos of the Year 9’s in full exam mode. 

Ms Glenda Bloore 

Middle School Leader     

    

       

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOSE Excursion  

Wednesday 27th May 2009 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Supreme Court of Victoria 
Year 9D students in Civics and Citizenship will have the 

opportunity to visit the Supreme Court of Victoria on 

Wednesday 27
th
 May as part of the Court Education 

Program for 2009 Law Week. Students will meet at 

Oakleigh Railway Station at 8.30 a.m. and arrive at the 

Supreme Court by 9.30 a.m.  The Court is accessible from 

Flagstaff station and a two minute walk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
COURT PROTOCOLS 

Students are expected to be in full school uniform/black 

school shoes included. They are to conduct themselves in 

an orderly manner and understand the sensitivity of 

matters being held. Upon entering and leaving the court 

room, students are expected to bow towards the judge as a 

sign of respect and recognition of our justice system. 

The Supreme Court of Victoria 
The Supreme Court of Victoria is the highest court in 

Victorian court hierarchy. Since 1995, the Supreme Court 

has been divided into two Divisions, a Court of Appeal 

and a Trial Division. The first female judge was appointed 

to the Supreme Court in March 1996. There are now seven 

women judges and the Chief Justice. Sittings in the 

present Supreme Court building first commenced on 15 

February 1884. The building is classified by the National 

Trust. The Supreme Court is located at 210 William 

Street in the CBD. 
 

Ms. Phyllis Dimakakos 



 

SCIENCE NEWS 

“SuStainability activitieS” 
 

 

THE HUMAN SIGN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twenty students, parents, friends and teachers took 

part in the human sign event on St. Kilda beach on 

Sunday 17th May. The event was held in response to 

inaction by Governments to preventing global 

warming induced climate change.  

A key focus of the organisers was to give children an 

opportunity to have a voice to express their desire for 

action.  We were part of the letter "Y" in 

"CLIMATE CHANGE - OUR FUTURE IN 

YOUR HANDS". Originally we had said we would 

take the letter "O" for "Oakleigh", but when the 

organiser heard how persuasively Christina Loukos, 

Jessica Sovanny and Sara Low had presented the 

event at our recent school assembly, he recommended 

we take the letter "Y" instead, because it was planned 

to morph into an underline to the word "OUR" in the 

second sign on the sand: “CLIMATE CHANGE - 

OUR FUTURE IN OUR HANDS”.  

Check out the display board for photographs taken by 

Ms O'Connor. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ART  NEWS      
 

Indigenous Artist Visits SOC 
 

As part of the Arts’ curriculum which continually 

celebrates cultural diversity, human rights and 

individuality, years 9 and 10 students were fortunate to be 

part of Paula Reeve’s art class.  Paula is an indigenous 

artist who visited South Oakleigh College last week with 

her assistant Chris.  She spoke to our students about being 

one of the stolen generation and the impact it has had on 

future generations particularly the loss of cultural 

traditions.  She also explained the meaning of the signs 

and symbols indigenous artists use in their artwork.  Paula 

was inspirational and held the class as a captive audience. 

 

Poppi O’Connor 

 

 

sport NEWS 
 

Cross Country – Friday 15 May, 

2009 
 

Last Friday was the District Cross Country 

Championship.  South Oakleigh College has 

held the District Championship Title since 2003.  And it is 

ours again this year, making it 7 years in a row. Our aim is 

to continue the tradition that has been set and retain the 

title for as long as we can. 
 

The team started off the day with a breakfast in the 

canteen.  It is the perfect way for our team to join together 

and rally as one group.  Although the Cross Country is an 

individual running event, it is not based solely on the 

individual achievement.  There is a saying ñnever 

underestimate the capabilities of a small group of 

dedicated, committed individualsò.  At South Oakleigh we 

have a large group of dedicated individuals who are all 

working together as a team to achieve a common goal.  

That goal is to show pride in one’s self and their school.  

The goal to continue building the tradition that was started 

back in 2003.  The tradition that South Oakleigh students 

will group together, cheer and support each other and 

strive for excellence.  It is not about winning.  It is about 

contributing to the team.  Making every effort to complete 

the challenge and finish the race with your head held high, 

no matter what position you finished. 

The students of South Oakleigh College have the best 

team spirit I have ever seen and that is why we are District 

Champions for the 7
th
 year in a row. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is an inspirational effort that truly encompasses the 

courage, determination and team spirit of the students of 

South Oakleigh: 

Larnelle started to feel light headed and dizzy during the 

race and felt as if she was going to faint.  About 800m 

from the finishing line, right near the South Oakleigh 

Cheer squad and Mr. Picone’s check point position, 

Larnelle could be seen struggling along with her arms 

around Elizabeth and Parris.  When Larnelle and her 

mates carrying her passed Mr Picone, he asked her if she 

wanted to pull out of the race.  A courageous and 

determined Larnelle said, “No way sir.  I just want to 

finish the race and get the points for the school.” 

Parris and Liz carried Larnelle the whole way to the 

finishing line in a highly inspirational and emotional 

moment.  This is the type of effort you usually only see on 

the Olympics highlights.  It is this type of effort that 

makes up the students of South Oakleigh. 

We have pride, determination and team spirit.  That is why 

we are District Champions year after year.  And hopefully 

that is why we always will be. 

Congratulations to all students involved.  In my eyes, 

every one of you is a champion. 
 

Mr Mulligan 
 

 



 

What’s Happening in 

Maths? 

Preparing for your half-year exams 

We are now well into semester two and you 

should be preparing for your half-year 

maths exams.  Year 7 to 10 students will 

have their exams conducted during 

normal maths lessons at a time 

determined by their classroom teachers.  

This will occur from the end May – early June.  Exams for 

Year 11 maths students will be part of the normal half year 

exam arrangements. 

What does this mean for you, our students?  Very good 

question. This is your chance to display your maths skills 

in a controlled environment.   Being able to recall work 

covered during the year and apply this to a range of 

questions within a defined period of time are important 

skills.   

What can I do to prepare for my maths exam?   Another 

good question.   Here are some hints: 

Allocate regular study time each week leading up to the 

exam 

Complete a range of questions related to all the topics to 

be covered in the exam 

Do these with an initial focus on finding the correct 

answers, then move on to doing these within time limits.  

Remember, you need to develop the ability to complete 

maths problems in tight time frames. 

Identify your areas of weakness and allocate more time to 

revise and develop a deeper understand of these topics 

Make some flip cards placing some questions on one side 

and solutions on the other.   

When formulating answers to questions, make sure you 

spend some time confirming what the question is and what 

your approach should be.  Many a time students do not 

read the questions carefully enough and actually answer 

the wrong question 

As you move closer to the exam date, set up some practise 

exam sessions for yourself at home.  Find a quiet location 

and do your trial exam under exam conditions, including 

reading time and time limits. 

Revise….revise…..revise 

Don’t leave everything to the last minute  

Annual UNSW Maths Competition 
We are offering the opportunity for any of our maths 

students to compete in the annual UNSW Maths 

competition.  The related papers will be completed at our 

school on Wed 19 August 2009.   Individual papers will 

be available for all year levels covering maths skills in the 

areas of: 

Number and Arithmetic 

Algebra and Patterns  

Measures and Units  

Space and Geometry  

Chance and Data  

 

This is a highly regarded national competition.  Each 

participating student will receive a written report of their 

performance highlighting strengths/weakness and a 

certificate (a High Distinction, Distinction, Credit or 

Participation Certificate acknowledging their level of 

achievement). 
 

Entries for the competition close on Wed 17 June 2009.  

The cost to students will be $7 with monies payable at the 

office.  Please provide your full name and state it is for the 

UNSW Maths Competition.   
 

If you are interested in finding out more about the 

competition, including sample papers, please see this web 

site:   http://www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/ 
 

Calculators 

It is important that all maths students have access to 

calculators to assist them with maths calculations.  While 

the school has a limited number of spare calculators, all 

students should aim to purchase the calculator on their 

booklist. 
 

For those students still to purchase a scientific calculator, I 

am in the process of purchasing a supply of full function 

scientific calculators.  These will be made available to 

interested students at the very competitive rate of $5 each. 

(Yes, $5 …. this is not a misprint).  More details will be 

provided once the shipment has arrived. 
 

Are you using the Homework Club?   

We are seeing an increasing number of students dropping 

by to get some help with their work at the Maths 

Homework Club.  This is expected to continue as we get 

closer to the exam period later this month.  

During term we meet every Tuesday after school in C11 

from 3.15 pm to 4.45 pm and again on Fridays at 

lunchtime.    Everyone’s welcome, so make an effort to 

attend. 
 

Quiz Update   
 

Last Quiz Question 

The numbers   

40.247089,   

26.282751   are very  

important to Australia’s 

 History?  

What do they mean? 

Answer: These are the degrees in latitude and longitude of 

Anzac Cove.  This is a small cove on the Gallipoli 

peninsula in Turkey. It became famous as the site of the 

World War I landing of the ANZAC (Australian and New 

Zealand Army Corps) on April 25, 1915 

Current Quiz Question 

Why are the numbers 3, 4, 5 important to builders?Email 

your answer to: hughes.gary.g@edumail.vic.gov.au  or 

leave your answer with your name on a piece of paper in 

Mr Hughes’ pigeon hole (staff room).And 

remember….Maths matters. 

Regards Mr G Hughes 

Maths Coordinator 
 

 

sec Ø = 1 / cosØ 

sin2Ø=2sinØcosØ 

If I am dividing a larger 

number by 5 without a 

calculator, sometimes it is 

easier to multiple by 10 then 

divide by 2.  eg 320/5 =  

320/10 X 2 or 64 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_and_New_Zealand_Army_Corps
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_and_New_Zealand_Army_Corps
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_and_New_Zealand_Army_Corps


 

Exciting News  

from HE/PE 

Faculty: 
 

The Health and Physical Education 

Faculty is proud to announce that our application for a 

grant from Monash School Focused Youth Service has 

been approved.   

This money ($9975.00) is being used to run an alternative 

Year 9 Program – Healthy Bodies, Healthy Minds - where 

students will get the opportunity to participate in activities 

such as fencing, wheel chair activities, rock climbing, 

ballroom dancing and a surf camp at the end of the year.   

Watch this space in the coming weeks for photos of the 

great challenges students will be undertaking. 

 

Mrs. Carmody 

Health/Physical Education KLA Leader 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"CONGRATULATIONS TO South Oakleigh College 

teachers Sue Jackman and Angela Ettles.  

Sue and Angela have attained their Masters in Educational 

Leadership.  
 

The Department of Education and Early Childhood 

Development held a cocktail party at Treasury Place to 

congratulate Masters' recipients and applaud their 

achievements. 
 

The South Oakleigh College community takes pride in 

congratulating Sue and Angela on their dedication to 

further study." 

 

We also offer belated congratulations to Kate Evans, our 

teaching and learning coach, who 

attained her Masters in 2008.  Kate 

became a valued mentor to Sue and 

Angela 
 

 

ANNETTE FORD  

Student Wellbeing Coordinator  
   

SMARTS HOME TUTORING 
 

When Results Matter 
 

One-On-One 
 

Professional Home Tutoring 

Tailored for Each Student 
 

Qualified Tutors 

Available in All Subject Areas 

Primary to University 
 

PH: 1300 786 234 
 

View Our Website 
 

www.smartshometutoring.com.au 

 

 
 

 
An Exciting Opportunity for Victorian Students! 

Á John Monash Science School is a specialist science school opening in 

2010 at Monash University, Clayton, beginning at Year 10. It is a 

government school in the Eastern Metropolitan Region, for Years 10 

to 12 students. We welcome applications from any Victorian 

students with a keen interest in the sciences and a desire to pursue a 

career in this exciting field!! 

Á Monash University and DEECD are partners in this initiative. The 

combined expertise and resources will help ensure students are able to 

access programs of the highest quality in the Victorian Essential 

Learning Standards, the VCE and university enhancement. 

Á If you are in Year 9 now and are keen for a challenge, we would 

invite you to register for enrolment! For all information about the 

school please visit the website www.jmss.vic.edu.au, including details 

on how to register for the entrance test on July 18th at Monash 

University Clayton campus  

Á Our Information Night will take place on Thursday June 11th at the 

Alexander Theatre Monash University Clayton beginning at 7 p.m. 

Á Further enquiries to JMSS Office at EMR, 92652492 or via email on 

john.monash.ss@edumail.vic.gov.au  
 

 
2009 Applied Learning Awards 

  

Do you know of a student, school or business that 

should be recognised for excellence in applied (or 

óhands-onô) learning? 

 

Nominations are now open for the 2009 Applied 

Learning Awards (Bayside, Glen Eira and Kingston 

region) which recognise the outstanding efforts of 

secondary students undertaking applied learning 

programs (VCAL, VET or School -based 

Apprenticeships), secondary schools offering 

applied learning programs and businesses that 

provide students with workplace experiences.  

 

For more information, guidelines and a nomination 

form go to 

www.youthconnect.com.au/appliedlearningawards  
 

http://www.smartshometutoring.com.au/
http://www.jmss.vic.edu.au/
http://www.youthconnect.com.au/appliedlearningawards


 

 

How to monitor your childôs use of the 

interneté. 
 

YOUTUBE SAFETY TIPS  
 

YouTube is banned at the college, however we 

thought you may find it useful to read about some 

practical ways of monitoring student use of it. Here 

are a few tips for parents about YouTube:  

1. Go to YouTube and check it out so you know 

the good, the bad, and the ugly.  

2. Check your childôs URL history and see if 

they've been on YouTube. That ' s the easiest 

way to start the conversation. Ask your children  if 

they've ever posted anything, and if so, what? Ask 

them what they enjoy about it.  

3. YouTube is NOT fo r people under the age of 

13. The site says that minors ages 13 -17 are 

welcome if they have permission from a parent or 

legal guardian.  

4. How can you tell if your children have 

posted on YouTube? If they have a MySpace 

page, there ' s a really good chance the link is 

there. Follow it.  

5. Remind your children that posting videos 

can be really fun, but they never know who's 

watching. YouTube has millions of viewers all 

over the world. If you let them post, tell your kids 

to mark their videos as ñprivateò so that only their 

friends can watch them. (You can figure out how to 

do this by going to the ñSafety Tipsò link at the 

bottom of all YouTube pages.)  

6. Tell your kids to protect their identities. No-

nos for videos include license plate numbers and 

images of  your house, their bedroom, or their 

school. Make sure that all ñtagsò (search 

identifiers) don't reveal their real names, locations, 

schools, or anything else that could lead unsavoury 

types to their doors.  

7. Report any and all bullying, flaming, or 

ina ppropriate communications. Since people 

can comment on the videos, it can get nasty. Tell 

your kids to report any harassment immediately. 

The instructions are on the YouTube Safety Tips 

page.  

8. Children should report anything they see 

that's hateful, por nographic, or violent. Or 

they should tell you. And you can report it. 

YouTube is a self -policing site; so encourage your 

kids to make it safe for others.  

9. If you decide to let your kids post videos, 

ask to see them first. Your kids probably won ' t 

say y es, but it can ' t hurt to ask.  

10. Finally, keep the dialogue open between 

you and your children. Forbidding older teens to 

post will just force them underground. You want to 

make sure your kids feel comfortable coming to 

you if they're bothered by somethi ng or someone 

on the site.  

 

 

 

 

Host Families Urgently Needed  
for Exchange Students  

 

A number of Exchange Students, boys and girls 

aged 15 -18, are relying on volunteer host families 

to enable them to come to Australia to study and 

live during their half, o ne or two school semester 

stay here. Should you feel you and your family 

could afford to have an extra host brother or sister 

at mealtimes and have a spare bed, share room or 

own, for even 6 -8 weeks,  please contact Klaus 

Schumann on (03)97584279.  

You can make a friend for life with your Italian, 

German, Belgian, French, Dutch, Japanese or 

Brazilian student and their family. Hope to hear 

from you.  

 

Klaus Schumann  

 

WEP Community Coordinator  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note:  South Oakleigh College and  

the DEECD do not endorse or accept the  

responsibility for any of the products or  

service of any private advertisement 

 

 

 

 


