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FOREWORD 
 

 

 

 

 
South Oakleigh College is a medium size 7 – 12 College situated in spacious landscaped grounds in Bakers, Road, South 

Oakleigh.  The College is committed to the education of students from Oakleigh and the surrounding districts. 

 

The College proudly offers the broadest possible range of studies at both the Senior and Junior levels to maximise students’ 

achievement and the pursuit of excellence.  The Senior courses provide a variety of pathways to meet the needs and 

aspirations of all students, whether they wish to enter University, TAFE Colleges or employment.   

 

 As part of a student’s educational experience, South Oakleigh College offers many enrichment programs and co curricula 

activities.  To support students to reach their full potential we offer services such as careers counselling and welfare 

support. 

 

Our excellent curriculum is supported by state of the art facilities in a fully refurbished building which includes a 

Performing Arts Theatre, Computer Laboratories, Lecture Rooms, Library,  Photography/Graphics Multi-Media Centre, 

VCE Lounge, Cafeteria, General Purpose Classrooms, Administration Area and Staffrooms.  These facilities complement 

our existing modern Science, Technology and Music Centres at the rear of the two-storey building.  The College also has a 

recently completed Automotive Studies Complex. Students of South Oakleigh College will successfully complete their 

education in a new and exciting environment that will enhance the excellent standard of teaching and learning being 

delivered as part of our comprehensive and broad curriculum. 

 

South Oakleigh College is justifiably proud of the contribution it is making to the community of Oakleigh and beyond. 
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Units Available 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE SENIOR SCHOOL 
The aim of the South Oakleigh College is to provide you with a quality education, whatever your ability or background, 

within an environment suited to young adults. 

 

The College has developed the broadest possible range of programs for students in the district, together with a significant 

degree of vocational specialisation.   This has been coordinated with institutions of further education to provide pathways to 

many varied career areas. 

 

Within the Senior School you should acquire: 

  

 A sense of purpose and the motivation to excel at what you do. 

 Self confidence, self esteem, and the satisfaction of achievement. 

 A capacity and willingness to continue learning. 

 The ability to make your own judgements and decisions. 

 The ability to take responsibility for your own actions. 

 

 

 

Support for Students 
 

 

We believe that we should assist you to become an independent learner.   We therefore provide particular forms of support 

to assist your learning during the VCE years.   We offer you both a quality education, and an environment that supports you 

as a person.   These are provided by: 

 

 Education support. 

 Welfare and counselling support. 

 A Student Orientation program (at the end of 2008).  

 Excellent instruction using modern equipment. 

 

 

Educational Support 
As a senior student, you will have a Senior School Coordinator to supervise your program, together with a Home Group 

Teacher who is responsible for monitoring and supporting your educational progress.   Regular study review and 

counselling sessions are built into your educational program. 

 

Further educational support is available from: 

 

 English as a Second Language (ESL) teachers. 

 Integration teachers and teacher aides. 

 A Careers Counsellor. 

 

Careers Department 
The Careers Department provides many services for students at South Oakleigh College including: 

 Formulating a Managed Individual Pathway Plan for all students in years 9-12. 

 Facilitating the Jobs Pathways Program for students who are at risk of leaving school prematurely, and developing 

pathways so that students can and will remain at school. 

 Advising students with regard to Courses / Career Pathways. 

 Job Search advice. 

 Study Skills and Time Management advice. 

 Assistance with creating resumes and job applications. 

 Mock interview practices with students for both part-time jobs and tertiary course entry requirements. 

 Facilitating the transition from school to work or school to further studies for students. 

 VCE subject selection counselling. 

 Student access to online career interest tests such as Career Voyage and online careers programs such as OZJAC 

National. 

 Assisting year 12 students with VTAC applications and tertiary studies. 

 Providing the Myers Briggs Personality and Career Assessment for all year 12 students. 

 The implementation and coordination of the year 10 Work Experience Program. 
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 The implementation and coordination of the VCAL program for year 10 – 12 students. 

 Providing an annual Careers Breakfast for VCE students with special celebrity guest speakers in attendance. 

 One-on-one Careers counselling appointments with students, parents, employers and the wider school community. 

 

 Contact Details 

 Mrs Michelle Mascaro – Careers Counsellor 

 Mrs Jill Bryant – MIPS Coordinator 

 Ms Susan Jackman – VCAL Coordinator 

 

 Phone: 95755528 / email: mas@sosc.vic.edu.au 

 

 

Welfare & Counselling Support 
We place importance on the needs of the individual.   In addition to the educational support mentioned before, we have 

staff who provide special help if you require it.   We call this group of people the Senior School Team. It comprises: 

 

 Senior Sub-School Leader. 

 Assistant Sub-School Leader. 

 VCAL Coordinator. 

 MIPS Coordinator. 

 Careers Counsellor. 

 Student Welfare Manager (when required). 

 

Welfare and counselling support is also available from our Adolescent Health Nurse, Ethnic Youth Worker, Monash Youth 

and Family Support Worker. 

 

If you have finance, housing, family problems, or other difficulties, which affect your educational progress, you will find 

that the Senior School Team will be able to offer you support and assistance. 

 

Your parents / guardians are also welcome to use the services of this team. 

 

Our team maintains close links with community support agencies and services.   Support from these outside groups can be 

organised if required. 

 

 

The Student Orientation Program 
There is an Orientation Program for all students entering the Senior Campus.   This program is offered at the end of the 

previous school year.   It is designed to: 

 

 Provide you with an introduction to the Senior School. 

 Support the development of your study skills. 

 Help us to identify any special needs that you might have. 

 Provide useful advice to students continuing from junior levels and to those returning to study. 

 

 

The Library 
In addition to being opened during class-time, the library is open at recess, lunchtime and after school each day. 

The library provides resources to support the College curriculum and students’ recreational reading through a collection of 

books, magazines, newspapers and access to the Internet.   

 

VCE students 

 VCE students can use the Library for study purposes during their Study sessions.   

 There is a copy of each VCE text book and other support materials, such as notes on novels and exam questions, 

that may be used in the library by VCE students. 

 There is a photocopier and printers that may be used by students. 

 During their Study sessions VCE students are able to use computers to do their school work. 
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Expectations of You, the Student 
 

Study programs and the Senior School environment are designed to support your learning and make your time at the 

College a worthwhile educational experience.   You are expected to: 

 

 Take responsibility for your learning, and be mindful of your fellow students. 

 Fulfil all the learning outcomes for each unit of study in the required time. 

 Use the facilities offered by the school and those offered by the community. 

 Take responsibility for your own attendance. 

 Use your time in and away from class productively. 

 Bring any matter that affects your learning to our attention so that we can solve problems together as they are 

identified. 

 

Remember that the College as a community requires all staff and students alike to respect the rights of each individual and 

the group as a whole. 

Attendance 
 

All VCE units require 50 hours of class time.  A student needs to attend sufficient class time to complete work.  The 

school sets minimum class time and attendance rules.  Where a student has completed work but there has been a 

substantive breach of attendance rules, the school may assign N for one or more outcomes and thus, the unit 

couldn‟t be satisfactorily completed. (VCE Administrative Handbook) 

 

This College has an obligation to administer the rules set by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority.  Students 

must attend at least 80% of their timetabled classes to achieve the required attendance. 

 

All students must be present in their period 1 class commencing at 8.56 am each school day. 

Any student who arrives late to school will not be permitted to enter class without obtaining a late slip from the General 

Office. If you do not obtain a late pass, you may find that you have been marked absent all day. Some year 12 students may 

not have scheduled classes until later in the day. You must arrive on time for those classes. 

Class teachers will detain students as punishment for lateness. Habitual offenders will be detained by the Senior Sub-School 

Leaders. 

 

 

 

Illness 
When a student is absent because of illness a note should be given to a Senior Sub-School Leader on the day of return to 

school.  Whenever possible students should provide medical certificates, or evidence of an appointment with a doctor, 

dentist, chiropractor, physiotherapist or psychologist. 

 

If, for any reason, students must be away for a medical appointment, they should try to schedule appointments into free 

periods and lunchtime, to avoid missing lessons, new work or important information. 

 

In some exceptional cases an absence from a VCE School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) task may be authorised. 

 

An authorised absence requires: 

 A medical note upon return to school 

 A note from a parent or guardian to a Sub-School Leader and Class Teacher, on the day of return if the cause is 

non-medical. 

 

An alternative time for completing the SAC will then be organised. 

 

If a student is required to be absent due to a school activity such as school sport, a school play or excursion, alternative 

arrangements will be made for assessment only if the student notifies the Class Teacher before the event. 

 

If a student has not met these requirements, the South Oakleigh College VCE/VCAL Panel will meet to decide if the student  

has developed enough knowledge and understanding to receive a pass in the unit and if class attendance has been  

sufficient for the student to receive a pass in the Unit.  

In accordance with VCAA guidelines, the panel’s decision will be final. 
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TIMELINES and DEADLINES 
 

The VCAA sets state-wide submission dates for the reporting of Unit completion, SAC scores, and SAT scores.  

These dates cannot be varied.  

In setting these dates, consideration has been given by the VCAA as to the way they will affect the workload of  

students and teachers. 

No extension can be given beyond these dates for any reason. 

 

AUTHENTICATION 
 

Students must submit for assessment only work that is clearly their own. All assistance received by a student in producing  

work must be acknowledged and be obvious to the reader. Students must be responsible for ensuring that the  

teacher has no difficulty in authenticating their work. For VCE SACs and SATs students will follow the authentication  

procedures described by the class teacher. This may vary according to subject and the nature of the task. 

VCAA rules about acknowledgement of work must be followed. In the case of a Breach of Rules relating to authentication,  

a student may be required to provide evidence of the development of their work. 

In some instances students may be required to demonstrate their understanding by interview and/or repeat part or the entire task. 

The South Oakleigh College VCE/VCAL Panel will determine the consequences of all Breaches of Rules. 

 

 

Special Provision 

 

When a student is absent from school for prolonged periods, or has been unable to complete all assessment tasks  

because of illness or other special circumstances, the school may grant Special Provision.   Students may be granted 

additional time, special arrangements to complete assessment tasks or tasks may be rescheduled.  In exceptional 

circumstance the principal has the authority to grant S for the unit. 

(VCE Administrative Handbook) 

The College requires that any application for Special Provision will be accompanied by a Medical Certificate stating that 

the students’ condition is serious and has a direct and significant affect on the students’ ability to attend or complete set 

work; extra tests and further proof may also be required. For non-medical conditions a letter from a consulting professional 

such as a psychologist or social worker will be required. 

Trips overseas or interstate will not be granted Special Provision. 

 

Derived Examination Score 
If a student studying unit 3 or 4 becomes ill or experiences a traumatic event in the 2 weeks leading up to the examinations  

or during the examination period, or during an examination (written, oral and performance) then they may apply to have 

their examination result determined by the VCAA. Applications must be made at the time of the examination in 

question to the Senior School Leader. (Refer to the  Special Provision brochure). 
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Enrolling in VCE (Years 11 & 12) 
Who Can Enrol? 
All prospective students are interviewed, and places are offered to those who indicate they have the necessary motivation 

and aptitude. 

 

All students who have attempted studies at Year 10 level can attempt some VCE studies. 

 

Students who have been out in the workforce and wish to return to study may be entitled to special consideration. 

 

How to enrol 
For all prospective students, VCE enrolment involves the following four steps: 

 

Step 1 

 Gather as much information as possible about the units available for you to study in the Senior School. 

 Attend the information/careers night. 

 Read this handbook. 

 You may wish to pay the College an informal visit (but ring first to make sure that there is someone available to 

show you around). 

 Think about the program of study that is of most interest to you. 

 

Step 2 

 Make a formal interview appointment with the Assistant Principal in charge of enrolments.   The telephone 

number is: 

9579-2322 
 

Step 3 

 Bring to the interview: 

 Your most recent reports, or work references. 

 Some samples of your written work. 

 Art, Design and Photography students should bring any examples of relevant work. 

 

Step 4 

Attend the interview, and with the help of a Senior School Coordinator and/or careers teacher, plan your VCE program.   

Raise any issues about the kind of support or financial assistance that you may need. 

 

At the time of enrolment students will receive information relating to College charges and subject levies.  All 

students are expected to pay all charges and levies before they commence attending classes. 

 

Get in early, some popular programs fill quickly. 
 

Commencement Date 2009 
 

*The student commencement date for the 2009 school year is Monday, 2
nd

 February* 
 

Full-time or Part-time Studies 
 

Depending on your interests and needs, you may wish to undertake the VCE over more than two years on a part-time basis.   

This would be necessary if you wished to combine part-time employment and study.   Undertaking the VCE over more than 

two years can be negotiated at the time of enrolment. 

 

Mid - year Enrolment 
 

You may wish to commence your VCE studies in the middle of the year.   Students will be enrolled one week before the 

commencement of Semester Two. 
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STRUCTURE OF VCE AND VCAL 
 

For a student to obtain a VCE, they must fulfil the requirements listed below: 

The minimum requirement for the award of the VCE is satisfactory completion of 16 Units including: 

o three Units of English, English Language, Literature or English ESL 

o three sequences of Units 3 and 4 studies other than English, of which, two can be VCE VET sequences 

Each VCE Unit is numbered 1, 2, 3 or 4. Student programs may include some Units 1 and 2 in the second year and/or some Units 3 

and 4 in the first year.  

Units 3 and 4 of all studies must be completed as a sequence. Unit 3 must be offered in the first semester and Unit 4 must be 

offered in the second 

semester. A student must enrol in a sequence of Units 3 and 4. 

Please note that the Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) advises that for the calculation of a student’s ENTER, 

satisfactory completion of both Units 3 and 4 of English (including ESL), Literature or English Language is 

required.  

The VCE is normally completed over two years, but students may accumulate units over any number of years.  

 

For a student to obtain their VCAL, they must fulfil the requirements listed below: 

 

In Year 11, students must complete four whole-year units in: Numeracy, Literacy, Work Related Skills, and personal Development. 

In Year 12, students must complete three whole year units in: Literacy, Work Related Skills and Personal Development. 

These may be attempted at three levels: Foundation, Intermediate, and Senior. 

Students may also move to VCAL during VCE and obtain credit for the VCE units already passed. 

In addition students must undertake a work placement. Students are not required at school on some days of the week so they can 

attend their work placement. 

 

 

VCAA AND SOUTH OAKLEIGH COLLEGE POLICIES AND 

PROCEDURES 
 

VCE and VCAL SATISFACTORY UNIT COMPLETION REQUIREMENTS 

 

For satisfactory completion of a Unit to be attained a student must demonstrate achievement of each of the Outcomes for  

that Unit as specified in the Study Design. The decision is based on the teacher’s judgements of the student’s  

performance on assessment tasks designated for that Unit. 

 

 

 

Achievement of Outcomes means: 

o the work meets the required standard 

o the work was submitted on time 

o the work is clearly the student’s own 

o there has been no substantive breach of rules. 

If all Outcomes are achieved, the student receives S for the Unit. 

 

A student may not be granted satisfactory completion if: 

o the work is not of the required standard 

o the student has failed to meet a school deadline for the assessment task, including where an extension of time  

has been granted for any reason, including special provision 

o the work cannot be authenticated 

o there has been a substantive breach of rules including school attendance rules. 

o there has been a substantive breach of class attendance. 
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VCE Reporting 

 
The Victorian Curriculum Assessment Authority (VCAA) will provide all students with a “Statement of Results” on the 

completion of units 1 & 2, and again on the completion of units 3 & 4.  A descriptive report will be provided by the College 

at the end of each unit.  VCAA will provide a detailed description of your achievements at the completion of units 3 & 4. 
General Achievement Tests (GATs) 

Students undertaking any unit 3 & 4 study must undertake the General Achievement Test in mid year.  This test provides 

information for the Board of Studies to adjust scores for assessed coursework. 

 

Gaining a Tertiary Entrance Rank (ENTER) 
The Tertiary Entrance Rank (ENTER), used for entry into tertiary courses, takes into account your score in Units 3 & 4 

English or ESL as well as your best three other scores and 10% of your two next best scores.  English or ESL and the best 3 

other scores are known as the primary four studies. 

 

You MUST attempt Units 3 & 4 of English in order to gain an ENTER.  This applies to TAFE as well as University 

courses.  No more than 2 Unit 3 & 4 Maths and no more than 2 LOTEs can be counted in your primary four studies. 

 

You can repeat Unit 3 of a study in order to gain your VCE, but Units 3 & 4 sequences must be studied within the one year, 

in order to be scored.  This means that you cannot study Drama 3 in one year and Drama 4 in the next year and still receive 

a score for that study.  Exceptions to this rule are possible if you have official interrupted study status.  There is no value in 

repeating a Unit 1 & 2 study, which you have already passed.  In planning your VCE studies, make sure you have up-to-

date information about prerequisites for both TAFE and University courses. 

 

 

RULES FOR PREPARING WORK FOR ASSESSMENT 
 

The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority prescribes rules which students must observe when preparing  

work for assessment in all units . These rules apply also to School-Assessed Coursework and School-Assessed Tasks. 

 

1.  Students must ensure that all unacknowledged work submitted for Coursework Assessment is genuinely their own. 

Students must acknowledge all resources used, including: 

o text and source material 

o the name(s) and status of any person(s) who provided assistance and the type of assistance provided. 

2.  Students must not receive undue assistance from any other person in the preparation and submission of work. 

Acceptable levels of assistance include: 

o the incorporation of ideas or material derived from other sources (eg. by reading, viewing or note taking) but  

o which has been transformed by the student and used in a new context. 

o prompting and general advice from another person or source which leads to refinements and/or self-correction. 

 

Unacceptable forms of assistance include: 

o use of, or copying of, another person’s work or other resources without acknowledgement 

o actual corrections or improvements made or dictated by another person. 

 

4.  Students must not submit the same piece of work for assessment more than once. 

 

5.  Students who knowingly assist other students in a Breach of Rules may be penalised. 

 

 

South Oakleigh College is responsible for administering the VCE and VCAL rules and instructions. To that end,  

the school has developed courses that will provide opportunities for each student to satisfactorily complete their VCE  

and VCAL studies and to complete the required graded assessments. 

Each teacher will provide clear details of: 

o the work students need to complete 

o how to submit work 

o time-lines and deadlines for completing work 

o procedures to resubmit work, if necessary 

o details of what must be submitted to achieve satisfactory completion. 
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VCE Mathematics and Tertiary Courses 
If you are considering tertiary courses check the TERTIARY ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS for each particular 

institute offering the course.  The following table summarises some of the prerequisites from various major institutes. 

 

TERTIARY COURSES   UNITS 3 & 4  UNITS 1 & 2 

 

Engineering 

Maths     Specialist Maths  General Maths  

Physics                &                                         & 

Computer Science   Maths Methods  Maths Methods 

Actuarial Studies 

Surveying 

 

 

Agricultural Science 

Architecture 

Building     Maths Methods 

Chiropractic     

Commerce    NOTE-Some of these 

Education-Science   courses include a  General Maths  

Dental Science    2
nd

 Maths in their              & 

Forest Science    prerequisite lists  Maths Methods 

Medicine 

Optometry 

Physiotherapy 

Science 

 

 

Technology    Maths Methods  General Maths  

Business               or               &/or 

Occupational Therapy   Further Maths  Maths Methods  

 

Non-maths based courses   Further Maths  General Maths 
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VCE Programs In This Handbook 

 
This VCE handbook contains descriptions of the recommended programs, which are available at South Oakleigh College. 

 

What is a Program? 
 

A Program is a group of studies, usually taken over two years, which focus on a particular area.  In all programs you will 

undertake recommended units and elective units.  Variations to recommended programs can be negotiated within timetable 

constraints. 

 

Each program described in this handbook: 

 

 Fulfils the specific requirements of the VCE in the number and range of units recommended. 

 Provides a broad and comprehensive education as required by the VCE. 

 Has a particular focus which is either an interest focus, a career focus or a further study focus. 

 Has the flexibility to enable you to nominate particular studies of interest to you. 

 

 

How to Choose Your Own Program 
 

You will have given much thought to the study area which interests you most.  Now: 

 Read the Program outlines in this handbook and think about which one best suits you. 

 Talk to teachers and your parents about your choice of program. 

 Refer to the back of this handbook for more detailed descriptions of all units. 

 Complete page 54,  “What do I want to do at South Oakleigh College” 

 

Ask yourself some questions about your future directions (our Careers Counsellor can help you): 

 What are the possible career or job directions you might wish to follow? 

 What subjects or Program would best suit you for the broad career area you have in mind? 

 What about further education paths you might take? 

 

Consider PATHWAYS to a higher education and careers.  For example, find out what studies are recommended for the 

tertiary courses or career areas which interest you most (again our Careers Counsellor can give you assistance in this 

matter).  The pathways suggested in this handbook are based on current Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) 

guidelines. 

Also consider CREDIT TRANSFERS and TAFE.  Under credit transfer arrangements operating between VCAA and 

TAFE, VCE students are now able to gain credit in some TAFE courses.  These arrangements are currently being extended. 

You can complete the VCE while retaining your eligibility for a wide range of post-VCE options.  At the same time you can 

become eligible for a wide range of post-VCE options. 

Ask our Careers Counsellor, or the Senior School Coordinator who interviews you, about TAFE courses and credit 

transfers. 

You will need to choose the program which will provide the best pathway toward your future objectives.  Although you will 

plan your course before the start of Year 11, you will be able to vary it, if your needs change. 

The procedure for program selections is as follows: 

 

 1 Read this handbook carefully. 

 2 Consult the Careers Counsellor, if necessary. 

 3 Select a course which suits you and decide which subjects are most suitable and interesting. 

4 Discuss these choices with your parents and with the Senior Coordinator who interviews  

you. 

 5 Consult the levy sheet for the overall cost of your program. 

 6 Complete the selection form included with this booklet.  Hand it in by the due date. 

 

NOTE: In developing a Program, you should make every effort to include some units of Mathematics, as 

this study is required for most pathways. 
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VCE PROGRAMS 

 

ART PROGRAMS 

Visual Arts 
Description 
 

This Program focuses on an acquisition of skills and concepts for art and design. 
We recommend students select study designs that form an Arts Program.  Select from Studio Art, Art, Visual 

Communication & Design.  These study designs will provide students who have an interest in painting, drawing, print 

making, design, graphics, sculpture, ceramics, textiles, art appreciation and criticism to develop their skills more fully. 

 

Emphasis is directed towards gaining the VCE, developing a folio suitable for tertiary entrance, study in other fields and 

employment. 

 

 

ENGLISH 

 

ENGLISH               1 

 

ENGLISH               2 

 

ENGLISH               3 

 

ENGLISH               4 

 

 

GROUP B 

  DESIGN AND  

TECHNOLOGY 

TEXTILES 3    

DESIGN AND 

TECHNOLOGY 

TEXTILES 4 

 

GROUP A 

 

STUDIO ART: 

ART  & DESIGN   1 

 

STUDIO ART: 

ART & DESIGN    2 

 

STUDIO ART: 

ART & DESIGN    3 

 

STUDIO ART: 

ART & DESIGN    4 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

OTHER UNITS 

VISUAL 

COMMUNICATION  

& DESIGN             1 

VISUAL 

COMMUNICATION 

& DESIGN             2 

VISUAL 

COMMUNICATION 

& DESIGN             3 

VISUAL 

COMMUNICATION 

& DESIGN             4 

 

 

Electives 

 
 Maths Methods  Physics  L.O.T.E.  

 

 

This Program Can Lead To 

 
Tertiary Studies 
Tertiary studies in the ears of fine arts, textile design and fashion, industrial design, interior design, ceramics, glass, 

sculpture, graphic design, architecture and other arts related studies. 

 

TAFE 
Advance Certificate and Associate Diplomas in fields such as Art and Design, Interior Decoration and Design. 

 

Employment 
Employment areas include teaching, design in the following areas: fashion, industrial, interior, gold and silversmithing, 

ceramics, ticket writing, gallery and museum sales and maintenance. 
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BUSINESS PROGRAMS 

General Business 
 
Description 
 

This program is designed to offer a range of business orientated units for students who wish to explore their options in the 

wide range of business related occupations. 

 

Students should note that some institutions (e.g. Melbourne & Monash Universities) require specific Mathematics to be 

undertaken for units 3 & 4.  Other institutions stipulate any Mathematics units 3 & 4, while other courses require Maths 

units 1 & 2. 

 

 

ENGLISH 

 

 

ENGLISH               1 
 

ENGLISH               2 
 

ENGLISH               3 
 

ENGLISH              4 

 

GROUP  B 
 

INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGY     1 

 

 

INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGY    2 

 

 

INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGY    3 

 

INFORMATION  

TECHNOLOGY    4 

 
 

GROUP  A 

 

ACCOUNTING      1 

 

LEGAL STUDIES  1 

 

BUSINESS 

MANAGEMENT   1   

                                          

 

ACCOUNTING      2 

 

LEGAL STUDIES  2 

 

BUSINESS 

MANAGEMENT   2 

                                

 

ACCOUNTING      3 

 

LEGAL STUDIES  3 

 

BUSINESS 

MANAGEMENT   3 

 

 

ACCOUNTING     4 

 

LEGAL STUDIES 4 

 

BUSINESS 

MANAGEMENT   4 

 

 

OTHER UNITS 

 

GENERAL MATHS 

AND / OR 

MATHS  

METHODS            1 

 

GENERAL MATHS 

AND / OR 

MATHS 

METHODS            2 

 

FURTHER MATHS 

OR  

MATHS 

METHODS            3 

 

FURTHER MATHS 

OR 

MATHS 

METHODS            4 

Electives 
 L.O.T.E   Specialist Maths 

 

This Program Can Lead To 
 

Tertiary Studies 
Tertiary studies in Accounting, Economics, Law, Marketing, Banking and Finance, Management, Arts/Commerce, 

International Trade, Tourism & Hospitality and Teacher Education. 

 

TAFE 
Certain VCE units may earn credit transfers in the TAFE Certificate of Office and Secretarial Studies.  TAFE studies 

include Associate Diplomas and Advanced Certificates in Business, Computing, Accounting, Banking and Finance and 

Management Accounting. 

 

Employment 
Career opportunities based on business accounting are wide-ranging, including administration, travel, tourism, transport, 

industrial relations, book keeping, banking and insurance. 
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 

Health Education 

 
Description 

 
This program is designed for students who have an interest in working in health-related areas such as Childcare, Nursing, 

Occupational Health and Safety and Paramedicine, 

 

Physical, social, emotional and intellectual aspects of personal well-being will be studied.  Much of the work undertaken by 

students will involve examining aspects of their own lives, and of the communities in which they live. 

 

 

ENGLISH 
 

ENGLISH               1 
 

ENGLISH               2 
 

ENGLISH               3 
 

ENGLISH               4 

 
 

 

GROUP  B 

 

GENERAL 

MATHS OR 

MATHS  

METHODS             1 

 

GENERAL 

MATHS  OR 

MATHS 

METHODS             2 

 

FURTHER MATHS 

OR MATHS 

METHODS             3 

 

FURTHER MATHS 

OR MATHS 

METHODS             4 

 
 

 

GROUP  A 

 

HEALTH  AND 

HUMAN  

DEVELOPMENT   1 

 

 

HEALTH AND 

HUMAN  

DEVELOPMENT   2 

 

HEALTH AND 

HUMAN 

DEVELOPMENT   3 

 

HEALTH AND 

HUMAN 

DEVELOPMENT   4 

 

 

 

OTHER UNITS 

 

BIOLOGY              1 

 

PSYCHOLOGY     1 

 

BIOLOGY              2 

 

PSYCHOLOGY     2 

 

BIOLOGY             3 

 

PSYCHOLOGY     3 

 

BIOLOGY              4 

 

PSYCHOLOGY     4 

 

Electives 

 
 Information Technology   Food and Technology  L.O.T.E.  Physical Education 

 Chemistry    

 

This Program Can Lead To 

 
Tertiary Studies 
Tertiary studies in Nursing, Paramedics, Recreation, Health Science, Arts (Disability Studies), Youth Affairs, Childhood 

Development and Kindergarten Teaching and Residential and Community Care. 

 

Please not that it is extremely important to select the necessary units of work which are appropriate to your chosen tertiary 

or TAFE course.   (e.g. some nursing courses require Chemistry Units 1-4). 

 

Employment 
Employment areas include Nursing, Childcare, Youth Work, Paramedicine, Education Occupational Health and Safety. 
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 

Physical Education 
 
Description 

 
This program is for students who have an interest in human movement, and is both theoretically and practically based. 

The focus is on being active in sport, recreation and outdoor education as well as having a solid theoretical basis. 

 

Students entering University and TAFE course in areas such as fitness instruction, recreational leadership, childhood 

development, nursing, teaching (primary and secondary physical education and outdoor education), sports management and 

paramedicine may find this program particularly useful and appropriate. 

 

It is extremely important to select the necessary units of work which are appropriate to your selected tertiary or TAFE 

course. 

 
 

ENGLISH 
 

ENGLISH               1 
 

ENGLISH               2 
 

ENGLISH              3 
 

ENGLISH               4 

 
 

 

GROUP  B 

 

GENERAL  

MATHS                  1 

 

GENERAL 

MATHS                 2 

 

FURTHER 

MATHS                 3 

 

FURTHER 

MATHS                 4 

 
 

GROUP  A 

 

PHYSICAL ED.    1 

 

PHYSICAL ED.    2 

 

PHYSICAL ED.    3 

 

PHYSICAL ED.    4 

 

 

OTHER UNITS 

 

HEALTH AND 

HUMAN DEV.      1 

 

HEALTH AND 

HUMAN DEV.       2 

 

HEALTH AND 

HUMAN DEV.      3 

 

HEALTH AND 

HUMAN DEV.     4 

 

 
Electives 
 

 Biology   

 

  

This Program Can Lead To 

 
Tertiary Studies 
Tertiary studies in Education, Physical Education, Human Movement, Sports Management and Recreation. 

 

TAFE 
TAFE studies include the Advanced Certificate in Personnel Management, and Associate Diplomas in Recreational 

Leadership and Welfare Studies. 

 

Employment 
Employment areas may include Police, Armed Services, Youth Work, Education, Municipal Councils, Recreation Centres, 

Commercial Fitness Centre, Outdoor Education Organisations and Hospitals. 
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SCIENCE PROGRAMS 

Physical / Biological Sciences 
 

Description 
 

This Program features the elements of a traditional science course coupled with the flexibility of tailoring units to meet 

individual needs.   The Program is geared towards those students who are interested in further education after completing 

their secondary studies or those who have a vocational interest in the physical sciences or biological science.   Students are 

encouraged to develop inquiring minds that will guide their investigations into better understanding the physical and 

biological world. 

 

 

 

ENGLISH 

 

ENGLISH               1 

 

ENGLISH               2 

 

ENGLISH               3 

 

ENGLISH               4 

 

GROUP B 

 

MATHS 

METHODS             1 

 

MATHS  

METHODS             2 

 

MATHS 

METHODS             3 

 

MATHS 

METHODS             4 

 

OTHER UNITS 

 

BIOLOGY AND/OR 

PHYSICS                1 

 

CHEMISTRY         1 

 

BIOLOGY AND/OR 

PHYSICS                2 

 

CHEMISTRY         2 

 

BIOLOGY AND/OR 

PHYSICS               3 

 

CHEMISTRY         3 

 

BIOLOGY AND/OR 

PHYSICS               4 

 

CHEMISTRY         4 

 

 

OTHER UNITS 

ARE POSSIBLE 

 

GENERAL  

MATHS                  1 

 

GENERAL  

MATHS                  2 

 

SPECIALIST 

MATHS                 3 

 

SPECIALIST 

MATHS                 4 

 

Electives  

 
 Psychology  Information Technology  

 Health and Human Development  LOTE  

 

This Program Can Lead To 

 
Tertiary Studies 
Tertiary studies in Biological Sciences, Behavioural Science, Health Science, Medical Laboratory Science, Environmental 

Health, Marine Science, Education, Forestry Science, Agricultural Science and Physiotherapy, Medicine, Veterinary 

Science, Pharmacy, Commerce, Business,  Engineering, Science, Radiography, Nursing, Optometry, Law, Biology, 

Physics, Chemistry, Geological Science and Architecture. 

 

Maths Methods is recommended for Year 1, as suggested by VBOS, for students studying Maths Methods units 3 & 4.  

Maths Methods is suggested as it is a prerequisite for many science/health tertiary courses. 

 

TAFE 
TAFE studies include Associate Diplomas and Advanced Certificates in Applied Science, Technology and Biotechnology. 

 

Employment 
Employment areas include paramedicine, nursing, landscape and environmental management, laboratory technician, 

education, medicine, physiotherapy, pharmacy, health industry careers, engineering, science, sports medicine, dentistry, 

computing, business, optometry, veterinary, architecture and law 
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SCIENCE PROGRAMS 

Computer Sciences 
 

Description 
 

This program is designed for students who want to know more about how computers work, as well as how to use software 

such as wordprocessors, spreadsheets and databases. 

 

Topics covered include programming logic gates, impact of information technology on people, future directions in 

information technology, hardware, operating systems design. 

 

 

 

ENGLISH 

 

ENGLISH               1 

 

ENGLISH               2 

 

ENGLISH               3 

 

ENGLISH              4 

 

GROUP B 

 

INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGY   1 

 

INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGY  2 

 

INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGY   3 

 

INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGY  4 

 

MATHS  

METHODS             1 

 

MATHS  

METHODS            2 

MATHS 

METHODS             3 

MATHS 

METHODS            4 

 

PHYSICS               1 

 

PHYSICS               2 

 

PHYSICS               3 

 

PHYSICS               4 

  SYSTEMS 

ENGINEERING     3 

SYSTEMS 

ENGINEERING     4 

 

Electives  

 
 Further Maths 3, 4  General Maths   Specialist Maths 3, 4 

 L.O.T.E.  Chemistry  

 

This Program Can Lead To 

 
Tertiary Studies 
Tertiary studies in the areas of Applied Science (computing focus), Computing, Engineering (computing focus), 

Technology (computronics), Business-Computing and Computing-Accounting. 

 

TAFE 
TAFE studies include Associate Diplomas and Advanced Certificate in computer programming, business/microcomputing, 

engineering/computer systems, applied science, information technology, computing and physics. 

 

Employment 
Employment areas include banking, insurance, engineering, science, business, computer sales and services and office 

management. 
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TECHNOLOGY PROGRAMS 

Hospitality and Food Industry 

 
Description 
 

This program is designed for students with an interest in the Food, Hospitality and Tourism Industries.  It is specifically for 

students who want to develop their knowledge about food and their skills in food preparation. 

 

 

 

ENGLISH 

 

ENGLISH               1 

 

ENGLISH               2 

 

ENGLISH               3 

 

ENGLISH               4 

 

GROUP B 

 

FOOD AND 

TECHNOLOGY     1 

 

FOOD AND 

TECHNOLOGY    2               

 

FOOD AND 

TECHNOLOGY     3 

 

FOOD AND 

TECHNOLOGY     4 

 

GROUP A 

 

BUSINESS 

MANAGEMENT   1 

 

BUSINESS 

MANAGEMENT   2 

 

 

 

 

 

OTHER UNITS 

 

HEALTH & 

HUMAN  

DEVELOPMENT   1 

 

HEALTH  & 

HUMAN 

DEVELOPMENT  2 

  

 

OTHER UNITS 

ARE POSSIBLE 

GENERAL 

MATHS                  1 

GENERAL  

MATHS                 2 

 

 

 

 

Electives 

 
  Accounting  Psychology 

 Information Technology   

 

This Program Can Lead To 

 
Tertiary Studies 
Tertiary studies are possible in the areas of Catering, Hotel Management, Food Technology and Hospitality. 

 

TAFE 
TAFE studies include pathways into Associate Diplomas in small business management, applied science (food or dairy 

technology), business and hospital management. 

 

Employment 
This program provides the basis for employment in the Food Industry and the related industries of Hospitality and Tourism. 
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VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE OF APPLIED 

LEARNING (VCAL) 
 

VCAL is a Senior Secondary Qualification that allows students to thoroughly explore career options whilst still enrolled in 

secondary school. SOC offers VCAL alongside VCE studies to allow students the opportunity to complete one or both 

qualifications, as well full or partial completion of a Vocational Education Certificate (TAFE) in their area of career 

interest. Intermediate (Yr 11) and Senior (Yr 12) VCAL units are credits for VCE.  

All VCAL options require students to complete a program of personal goal identification, extended experience in a work 

place, Literacy and Numeracy Studies and Vocational Studies. 

SOC has students enrolled in all forms of a VCAL program 

VCAL/VCE and full completion of a Vocational Education Certificate  

VCAL/VCE and partial completion of a Vocational Education Certificate  

VCAL and full completion of a Vocational Education Certificate  

VCAL and partial completion of a Vocational Education Certificate  

VCAL and completion of a School Based New Apprenticeship 

VCAL/VCE and completion of a School Based New Apprenticeship 

Depending on the level of Vocational Education Certificate, students with a VCAL qualification can complete secondary 

school with a full trade qualification (eg Cert 111 in Hairdressing) or gain entry into TAFE courses with advanced standing. 

Students who complete a full VCAL/VCE program gain an ENTER score for University eligibility as well as eligibility for 

TAFE study. 

Work Placement and Vocational Education Studies may be completed in a variety of ways: during school hours (as time-

tables permit), outside school hours (and on weekends), in vacation blocks, on-line or through distance education. 

The advantages of the VCAL program are listed below: 

 Students gain 1:1 mentoring in developing and exploring their personal and career goals 

 Structured Workplace Learning allows students to ‘try out’ as many careers as they wish, before settling on the most 

suitable option/s 

 Mistakes are valued as learning opportunities, with encouragement to reflect on personal, work and career choices 

 Literacy and numeracy skills are enhanced through continued involvement in senior studies 

 Students become familiar with work routines, giving them insight into occupational practices, and an edge in 

employment 

 Occupational Health and Safety modules completed in the course promote safe work practices and preventative health 

 Part-time work is encouraged and acknowledged as a valuable component of the program 

 Early contact with training institutions allows students to cope well in an adult learning environment after Year 11/12 

 A recognised qualification is awarded at each senior school level: Foundation (Year 10), Intermediate (Year 11) 

Senior (Year 12) 

 VCAL is recognised and endorsed by all TAFE Colleges and Employer Groups in Victoria 

 Advanced standing in a Vocational qualification gives students an advantage over competitors in employment and 

training 

 Learning takes place in a friendly and supportive environment where students are treated as young adults 

 

Additional information is available in the Careers Centre at South Oakleigh College. Please contact us to discuss any 

queries at your convenience. 

Susan Jackman 

VCAL Co-ordinator 

 

Michelle Mascaro 

Careers Advisor 

 

Jill Bryant 

Managed Pathways Coordinator 
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UNIT DESCRIPTIONS 

 

ACCOUNTING 
 

Accounting is an information system, providing financial and other information for making and evaluating decisions about 

the allocation and management of resources.  VCE Accounting focuses on the financial events and decision making for 

small businesses. 

 

Unit 1 – Establishing and operating a service business 
This unit focuses on the establishment of a small business and the accounting and financial management of the business. 

Students are introduced to the processes of gathering, recording, reporting and analysing financial data and information 

used by internal and external users. Recording and reporting is restricted to the cash basis. 

Students examine the role of accounting in the decision-making process using single entry recording of financial data and 

information for the owner of a service business. 

 

Areas of Study 

1. Going into business. 

2. Recording and reporting accounting data and information. 

3. Financial decision-making. 

 

Unit 2 – Accounting for a trading business 
This unit focuses on accounting for a single activity sole trader. Using the accrual approach, students use a single entry 

recording system for the recording and reporting of cash and credit transactions stock. They use financial and non-financial 

information to evaluate the performance of a business. Using these evaluations, students suggest strategies to the owner on 

how to improve the performance of the business. 

 

Any student considering studying at Units 3 & 4 should complete this Unit. 

 

Areas of Study 

1. Recording and reporting accounting data and information. 

2. ICT in accounting. 

3. Evaluation of business performance. 

 

Unit 3 – Recording and reporting for trading businesses 
This unit focuses on financial accounting for a single activity trading business as operated by a sole trader and emphasises 

the role of accounting as an information system. Students are introduced to the double entry system of recording using the 

accrual basis of accounting. The perpetual method of stock recording with the First In, First Out (FIFO) method is used. 

 

 

Areas of Study 

1. Recording, reporting and understanding accounting information 

2. Balance day adjustments and reporting of accounting information 

 

Unit 4 – Control and analysis of business performance 
Unit 3 & 4 are designed to be taken as a sequence.  In this unit students are required to understand a ledger based system of 

recording that explores issues related to evaluating the financial performance of a sole proprietor business.  Topics will 

include Budgeting, Ratio analysis, Cash Flow Variance and Asset Valuation. 

 

Areas of Study 

1. Recording and reporting of financial data. 

2. Financial planning and decision-making 

 



  South Oakleigh College                                                                                                         2009 Senior Handbook 

23 

BIOLOGY 
 

Biology is the study of living things from familiar, complex multicellular organisms that live in the many different habitats 

of our biosphere to single celled micro-organisms that live in seemingly inhospitable conditions. It is a study of the dynamic 

relationships between living things, and their environment and the challenges of survival. All living things have many 

structural and functional characteristics in common, which can be used to classify and group organisms. 

Modern biology draws on biochemistry, neuroscience, genetics, evolutionary biology, behavioural science, and cell and 

molecular biology. It connects with physics, chemistry, earth and space sciences in exploring the nature of past and present 

life, and the possibility of life forms beyond our planet. 

Students develop knowledge of bioscience and skills of science inquiry and the values and attributes that will help them to 

consider issues and implications associated with the application of biological techniques and technologies. 

 

Career Skills 
The following are examples of careers that draw on biological knowledge and skills: 

Chemist, environmental scientist, forensic scientist, laboratory worker, medical practitioner, nurse, pharmacist, teacher, 

veterinarian, winemaker. 

 

Unit 1 – Unity and diversity 
 

In this unit students study the activities of cells and their structure and function at light and electron microscope levels. The 

composition of cells and cell replication is linked to type, cell growth and size division. The transport processes across 

plasma membranes is investigated. Common requirements of living things including energy, nutrients and exchanging gases 

are studied. Students are encouraged to conduct practical investigations including their own design to assist them to develop 

knowledge and understanding and to illustrate concepts. 

 

Areas of Study 

1. Cells in action. 

2. Functioning organisms. 

 

 

Unit 2 – Organisms and their environment 
 

In this unit students study environmental factors common to all habitats and investigate structural and physiological 

adaptations of organisms to particular ecological niches. Plant growth responses are also investigated. Behavioural and 

reproductive adaptations are used to study individual and group behaviour of animals. Components, relationships and 

energy flows within ecosystems are studied. Techniques used to monitor environmental change and maintain ecosystems 

are investigated. Students are required to conduct fieldwork. 

 

 

 

Areas of Study 

1. Adaptations of organisms. 

2. Dynamic ecosystems. 

 

Unit 3 - Signatures of life 
 

In this unit students investigate the significant role of proteins in cell functioning. They explore how technological advances 

have provided improved knowledge and understanding of the roles proteins play in cell functions. The study of the structure 

and function of DNA and RNA leads students to investigate the diversity of proteins. Specific examples of the applications 

of molecular biology are included. Homeostasis, signalling molecules and signal transduction are included in a study of 

coordination and regulation. Immune responses, disorders of immune response and acquired immunity are investigated. 

Applications of molecular biology are explored. 

 

Areas of Study 

1. Molecules of life. 

2. Detecting and responding. 
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Unit 4  Continuity and change 
In this unit students focus on molecular genetics and investigate individual units of inheritance and the genomes of 

individuals and species. A study of asexually reproducing and sexually reproducing organisms is included. Students 

undertake practical investigations that involve the manipulation of DNA and inheritance traits. Students investigate changes 

to species and the process of natural selection. The interaction between human, cultural and technological evolutions and 

impact on the evolutionary process is studied. Students consider the bioethical issues associated with the application of 

particular gene technologies. 

 

Areas of Study 

1. Heredity. 

2. Change over time. 
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BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 

 
Business Management examines the ways in which people at various levels within a business organisation manage 

resources to achieve the objectives of the organisation.  Within this study, each unit examines management theories and 

through exposure to real business scenarios and/or direct contact with business, tests them against management in practice. 

 

Key Competencies and Employability Skills 
Students undertaking Business Management will typically demonstrate the following key competencies and employability 

skills: 

 Planning and organisation 

 Written and oral communication 

 Self-management 

 Technology 

 Initiative and enterprise 

 Problem solving 

 Teamwork 

 Collecting and analysing 

 

Career Skills 
The following are examples of careers that draw on business educational knowledge and skills: 

Accountant, bank officer, bookkeeper, bookmaker, car rental officer, cashier, court and Hansard reporter, court officer, 

credit officer, croupier, economist, farm manager, hotel/motel manager, office administrator, paralegal worker, real estate 

salesperson, receptionist, secretary, stack and station agent, teacher, travel consultant. 

 

Unit 1 – Small Business Management 
 

Areas of Study 

1. Business Concepts, which apply to the management of organisations of varying size, complexity or 

industry setting. 

2. Small Business decision making, planning and operation. 

 

Unit 2 – Management in Action 
 

Areas of Study 

1. Management change and innovation. 

2. Management and communication. 

3. Managing the marketing process. 

 

Unit 3 – Corporate Management 
 

Areas of Study 

1. Large-scale organisations (LSOs) in context. Involves descriptions and analysis of the context in which 

LSOs operate. 

2. Internal environment of LSOs. Involves description and analysis of major aspects of internal environments 

of LSOs. 

3. The Operations Management function. Involves identification and evaluation of practices and processes 

related to operations management. 

 

Unit 4 – Managing People and Change 
 

Areas of Study 

1. The Human Resource Management Function. Involves identification and evaluation of practices and 

processes related to human resource management. 

2. The Management of Change. Involves analysis and evaluation of the management of change in LSOs. 
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CHEMISTRY 
 

Unit 1 The big ideas of chemistry 
 

The story of chemistry begins with the building of the Periodic Table from speculation, debate and experimental evidence. 

The Periodic Table provides a unifying framework for studying the chemistry of the elements using their chemical and 

physical properties to locate their position. The electron configuration of an element, its tendency to form a particular bond 

type and its ability to behave as an oxidant or reductant can all be linked to its position in the Periodic Table. 

A study of the development of our understanding about the internal structure of the atom illustrates to students the 

collaborative and step-by-step way in which scientific theories and models are formed. 

Students study the models for metallic, ionic and covalent bonding. They consider the widespread use of polymers as an 

example of the importance of chemistry to their everyday lives. Students investigate the uses of materials and how these 

have changed. Examples could include improved corrosion prevention or limitation and carbon nanotubes and self-

repairing materials. 

Students are introduced to the development and application of ósmartô materials. Developing new materials has escalated 

with the use of synchrotron science that explores particle behaviour at an ever decreasing size. Some examples of new 

materials are alloys, fibres and compounds incorporating polymers, ceramics, biopolymers, films and coatings. 

Students use the language of chemistry, its symbols and chemical formulas and equations, to explain observations and data 

collected from experiments. 

 

Areas of Study 

1.  The periodic table. 

2.  Materials. 

 

 

Unit 2 Environmental Chemistry 
 

Living things on earth have evolved to use water and the gases of the atmosphere in the chemical reactions that sustain 

them. Water is used by both plants and animals to carry out their energy-producing reactions, dissolve their nutrients and 

transport their wastes. The atmosphere supplies life-giving gases, provides temperature that sustains life, and gives 

protection from harmful radiation. 

Algae blooms, salinity, acid rain, depletion of ozone, photochemical smog, and global warming continue to have an impact 

on living things and the environment. Students will investigate how chemistry is used to respond to the effects of human 

activities on our environment. 

Typical tasks of environmental chemists include monitoring the concentration of wastes in the effluent from an industrial 

plant and monitoring air quality. Quantitative chemical calculations play an essential role in these tasks and students are 

introduced to the types of calculations used every day by analytical chemists. 

The principles and applications of green chemistry ï benign by design ï to processes and practices are included. The goal 

of these processes is to achieve hazard-free, waste-free, energy efficient synthesis of non-toxic products whilst maintaining 

efficiency. Students are introduced to new, cleaner and more efficient chemical processes that have been designed using 

green chemistry principles. 

Students continue to use and develop the language of chemistry, its symbols and chemical formulas and equations, to 

explain observations and data collected from experiments. 

 

Areas of Study 

1.  Water. 

2.  The atmosphere. 
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Unit 3 Chemical Pathways 
 

In this unit students investigate the scope of techniques available to the analytical chemist. Chemical analysis is vital in the work of 

the forensic scientist, the quality control chemist at a food manufacturing plant, the geologist in the field, and the environmental 

chemist monitoring the health of a waterway. 

Students investigate organic reaction pathways and the chemistry of particular organic molecules. A detailed knowledge of 

the structure and bonding of organic chemicals is important to the work of the synthetic organic chemist. In the wake of the work 

done on the genome project, synthesis of new medicines is one of the growth industries for the coming decades. Students 

investigate the role of organic molecules in the generation of biochemical fuels and forensic analysis. 

Students will continue to investigate the application of principles of green chemistry to chemical processes and use the 

language and symbols of chemistry, and chemical formulas and equations to explain observations and data collected from 

experiments. 

 

AREA OF STUDY 1 

Chemical analysis 

In this area of study students use a variety of analytical techniques to analyse products in the laboratory. 

Outcome 1 

On completion of this unit the student should be able to evaluate the suitability of techniques and instruments used in 

chemical analyses.  

 

AREA OF STUDY 2 

Organic chemical pathways 

In this area of study students investigate systematic organic chemistry including production of starting materials for particular 

reaction pathways. 

Outcome 2 

On completion of this unit the student should be able to identify and explain the role of functional groups in organic reactions 

and construct reaction pathways using organic molecules. 

 

 

 

 

Unit 4 Chemistry at Work 
 

In this unit students investigate the industrial production of chemicals and the energy changes associated with chemical reactions. 

Chemical reactions produce a diverse range of products we use and depend on every day.  Features that affect chemical 

reactions such as the rate and yield or equilibrium position are investigated. Students explore how an understanding of these 

features is used to obtain optimum conditions in the industrial production of a selected chemical.  

Students investigate how energy is produced from available resources and consider the efficiencies, advantages and disadvantages 

of each energy resource.  

Galvanic cells and electrolytic cells operate by transforming chemical and electrical energy. Students investigate their operating 

principles, both in the laboratory and in important commercial and industrial applications including fuel cells.  

Students will continue to investigate the application of principles of green chemistry to chemical processes and use the 

language and symbols of chemistry, and chemical formulas and equations to explain observations and data collected from 

experiments. 
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AREA of STUDY 1 

Industrial Chemistry 

This area of study focuses on the factors that affect the rate and extent of a chemical reaction.  

Outcome 1 

On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the factors that determine the optimum conditions used in the 

industrial production of the selected chemical.  

 

AREA OF STUDY 2 

Supplying and using energy 

This area of study focuses on use of different energy resources. Students evaluate the extent of the reserves of some of these 

resources, how each resource is used and the advantages and disadvantages of their continued use.  

 
Outcome 2 

On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse chemical and energy transformations occurring in chemical 

reactions. 

 

 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY (TEXTILES) 

(Only units 3 and 4 are being offered. These units assume a certain level of experience in Textiles)  

This study engages students in technological tasks that call on their knowledge and understanding of materials and 

production processes to design and make products suitable for their intended purpose. 

Throughout each unit, students' learning of experiences involve exposure to the application of new technologies, including 

information and communication technologies for design purposes, along with a wide range of materials and graphic media. 

Technological decisions have an impact on all aspects of peoples' lives.  Evaluation of the purpose, processes and products 

of technological activity and the wider role of technology in societies is integral to this study. 

The two units in this study provide opportunities for students to undertake production activities often related to industrial 

and commercial practices. In Units 3 and 4, students will initiate and undertake a substantial and demanding major design 

and production task.  This may be a single product over Units 3 and 4 or a product range.  In both units, one or more of the 

following categories of materials will provide the basis for production activities:  plastic, fibres/yarns/fabrics. 

Career Skills 
The following are examples of careers that draw on design and technological knowledge and skills: 

Architect, architectural drafter, assembler, cartographer, drafter, graphic designer, industrial designer, landscape 

architect, leadlight worker, teacher.  

 

 

Unit 3 – Design, technological innovation and manufacture 
Areas of Study 

1. The designer, client and end-user in product development. 

2. Product development in industry. 

3. Designing for others. 

 

Unit 4 – Product development, evaluation and promotion 
This unit focuses on how judgments of the success of products can be informed by a comparison of products in terms of 

their quality, usefulness and appeal.  The role and influence of product promotion and marketing are also considered. 

 

Areas of Study 

1. Product analysis and comparison. 

2. Product manufacture. 

3. Product evaluation and promotion. 

 

Note: There is an end of year, externally set exam for units 3 and 4. 
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ENGLISH AND ESL 
The English language is central to the way in which students understand, critique and appreciate their world, and to the 

ways in which they participate socially, economically and culturally in Australian society. 

The study of English encourages the development of literate individuals capable of critical and imaginative thinking, 

aesthetic appreciation and creativity. The mastery of the key knowledge and skills described in this study design underpins 

effective functioning in the contexts of study and work as well as productive participation in a democratic society in the 

twenty-first century. 

The study design draws on interstate and international models and reflects recent developments in the study of English. 

Students will continue the learning established through the Victorian Essential Learning Standards (VELS) in the key 

discipline concepts of texts and language, and the dimensions of reading, writing, speaking and listening. 

 

Career Skills 
The following are examples of careers that draw on English knowledge and skills: 

Actor, actuary, bank officer, author, book editor, broadcaster, copywriter, foreign affairs and trade officer, human 

resources officer, interpreter, journalist, lawyer, librarian, management consultant, printing machinist, publisher, 

receptionist, speech pathologist, teacher’s aide, travel consultant, writer. 

Unit 1 
The focus of this unit is on the reading of a range of texts, particularly narrative and persuasive texts, in order to 

comprehend, appreciate and analyse the ways in which texts are constructed and interpreted. Students will develop 

competence and confidence in creating written, oral and multimodal texts. The term ‘set text’ refers to texts chosen by the 

school for the achievement of Outcomes 1 and 2. 

Outcome 1 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to identify and discuss key aspects of a set text, and to construct a 

response in oral or written form. 

Outcome 2 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to create and present texts taking account of audience, purpose and 

context. 

Outcome 3 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to identify and discuss, either in writing and/or orally, how language 

can be used to persuade readers and/or viewers. 

 

Unit 2 
The focus of this unit is on reading and responding to an expanded range of text types and genres in order to analyse ways 

in which they are constructed and interpreted, and on the development of competence and confidence in creating written, 

oral or multimodal texts. The term ‘set text’ refers to texts chosen by the school for the achievement of Outcomes 1 and 2. 

Outcome 1 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to discuss and analyse how texts convey ways of thinking about the 

characters, ideas and themes, and construct a response in oral or written form. 

Outcome 2 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to create and present texts taking account of audience, purpose and 

context. 

Outcome 3 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to identify and analyse how language is used in a persuasive text and 

to present a reasoned point of view in an oral or a written form. 

Unit 3 
The focus of this unit is on reading and responding both orally and in writing to a range of texts. 

Area of Study 1 Reading and responding 

Area of Study 2 Creating and Presenting 

Area of Study 3 Using language to persuade 

Unit 4 
The focus of this unit is on reading and responding in writing to a range of texts in order to analyse their construction and 

provide an interpretation. 

Area of Study 1 Reading and responding 

Area of Study 2 Creating and presenting 
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FOOD & TECHNOLOGY 
 

Food and Technology is designed to give students a greater understanding of food as a commodity and knowledge of food 

preparation and production from a small-scale perspective to mass production in industry. 

 

The food production industry is diverse and constantly changing.  New and modified products are developed to meet the 

changing social, economic and environmental needs of society.  There has been a rapid development of technology related 

to the manufacture of food.  This has influenced the way food is produced, processed, packaged and marketed. 

 

Throughout the four units students will develop skills in the planning, preparation and evaluation of food products. 

 

Career Skills 
The following are examples of careers that draw on food technology knowledge and skills: 

Butcher, catering manager, clothing patternmaker, cook/chef, craft person, dietician / nutritionist, events manager, food 

technologist, home care worker, home economist, hospital food service manager, hotel / motel manager, nanny, nurse, 

teacher. 

 

 

Unit 1 - Food and its preparation 
In this unit students are introduced to the diverse nature of food, its preparation and storage. Students study and apply safe 

and hygienic food handling practices. Food storage practices that maximise quality of raw and cooked food are also 

investigated. 

 

Areas of Study 

1. Keeping Food Safe. 

  On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain and apply safe and hygienic  

 work practices when handling and storing food to maximise quality. 

 

2. Food Properties and Preparation. 

 On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the physical, sensory,  chemical and 

functional properties of key foods and prepare foods to optimise these  properties. 

 

Unit 2 - Planning and Preparation of Food 
Students work both independently and as a member of a team to research and implement solutions to a design brief, and to 

respond to exciting challenges of preparing food for a range of contexts. Students research, analyse and apply the most 

suitable food preparation and cooking methods to optimise the sensory, physical and chemical properties of food. 

 

Areas of Study 

1. Food Preparation Processes. 

  On completion of this unit the student should be able to use skills and implement processes in  

 food preparation of key foods. 

 

2. Planning in Food Preparation. 

  On completion of this unit the student, individually and as a team member, should be able to  

 plan, prepare and evaluate meals for a range of contexts. 

 

Unit 3 - Food Preparation, Processing and Food Controls 
This unit requires students to analyse the functions of the natural components of key foods and apply this information in the 

preparation of foods. Students will investigate cooking techniques and justify the use of the best techniques for key foods. 

They develop an understanding of food processing techniques to prevent spoilage in industrial and domestic settings, and 

will also preserve food using some of these techniques. 

Students develop an understanding of food safety in Australia by investigating the causes of food poisoning and food 

spoilage, and the relevant regulations. Students apply safe work practices while preparing food. 

Students write a design plan developed from a design brief that they devise. In the design plan, they will apply their 

knowledge about key foods, properties of food, tools, equipment, cooking techniques and preservation techniques best 

suited to a particular context. They make decisions and choices related to their understanding of the brief. In developing 

this plan, students establish a timeline to complete the set of food items to meet the requirements of the brief in Unit 4. 
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Areas of Study 

1. Food Preparation and Processing. 

  On completion of this unit the students should be able to analyse food preparation of and  

 processing techniques for key foods and prepare foods using these techniques. 

 

2. Maintaining Food Safety in Australia. 

  On completion of this unit the student should be able to describe the role of national, state and  

 local authorities in ensuring and maintaining a safe food supply within Australia. 

 

3. Developing a Design Plan Folio. 

  On completion of this unit the student should be able to develop a design plan folio that   

 effectively satisfies the requirements of a design brief. 

 

 

Unit 4 – Food Product Development and Emerging Trends 
In this unit students work independently to complete the challenge of implementation of the design plan they established in 

unit 3. In completing this task, students apply food safety and hygiene guidelines and evaluate the product planning and 

processes in the plan. 

Students examine food product development, and research and analyse factors that have contributed to product 

development. They investigate the process of product development, including packaging, packaging systems and marketing. 

Students investigate emerging trends in product development, including societal pressures to improve health, technological 

developments, and environmental considerations.  

 

Areas of Study 

1. Implementing a Design Plan. 

  On completion of this unit the student should be able to implement the design plan for a set of five to 

  eight food items, and evaluate the outcome of the product against the requirements of the design brief 

  developed in Outcome 3 Unit 3. 

 

2. Product Development. 

  On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse factors related to food product  

  development and explain processes involved in the development and marketing of a food product. 

 

3. New and Emerging Food Trends. 

On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse new and emerging developments in food 

production. 

 

 

HEALTH and HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 
 
The central focus of the Health and Human Development study is to examine the factors that promote well-being in 

individuals, families and communities.  This study aims to develop an understanding of the relationship between health and 

human development.  It explores the physical, social and emotional aspects of health and development, beginning with the 

individual and progressing to family, community and an international perspective.  This study recognises that health and 

development are influenced by lifestyle, environment, heredity and access to health services and the interaction between 

them. 

 

Key Competencies and Employability Skills 
Students undertaking Health and Human Development will typically demonstrate the following key competencies and 

employability skills: 

 Planning and organisation 

 Oral and written communication 

 Use of information and communications technology 

 Self management 

 Teamwork 

 Problem solving 
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Career Skills 
The following are examples of careers that draw on health and human development knowledge and skills: 

Acupuncturist, ambulance officer, beauty therapist, chiropractor, fitness instructor, hospital food service manager, jockey, 

massage therapist, nurse, occupational health and safety officer, occupational therapist, physiotherapist, podiatrist, 

psychologist – sport, radiation therapist, recreation officer, sports scientist, sports coach, stunt performer, teacher. 

 

Unit 1 – Youth Health and Development 

 
The transition from childhood to adulthood is a time that brings about enormous changes in physical, social, emotional and 

intellectual development. There is a wide variation in development as a result of inherited and environmental factors. 

Optimal health and development for male and female youth sets the foundation for optimal health and development in 

adulthood. 

 

Areas of Study 

1.  Understanding health and development. 

  On completion of this unit the student should be able to discuss the different types of health  

  and development and predict the impact of the physical, social, economic and political  

  environments on health and developmental outcomes for individuals. 

 

2.  Transition to adulthood. 

  On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the changes in physical, social,  

  emotional and intellectual development of males and females during the transition from  

  childhood to adulthood, and predict the possible impact of inherited and environmental factors  

  on the individual. 

 

3.  Challenges for youth. 

  On the completion of this unit the student should be able to develop and justify actions that  

  could be undertaken by individuals, families and communities to optimise the health and  

  development of Australian youth. 

 

Unit 2 – Individual and Community Health and Development 
 

In this unit, students explore the requirements for optimal health and development throughout childhood and adulthood, and 

investigate inequitable health and developmental outcomes that can occur as a result of social and environmental factors. 

Students will also examine the organisation and delivery of health care in Australia and critically evaluate its effectiveness 

in promoting health and development for all Australians. 

 

Areas of Study 

1.  Health and development of young Australians. 

  On completion of this unit the student should be able to evaluate the role of families,  

  community agencies and preventative health programs in promoting and optimising the health  

  and development of all young Australians. 

 

2.  Adult health and development. 

  On completion of this unit the student should be able to evaluate the role of families,  

  community agencies and preventative health programs in promoting and optimising the health  

  and development of Australian adults. 

 

3.  Health care in Australia. 

  On completion of this unit the student should be able to describe the Australian health care  

  system and evaluate its role in promoting the health of all Australians. 
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Unit 3 – Nutrition, Health and Development 

 
Australians are amongst the healthiest people in the world. However, a diversity of health outcomes are evident within our 

population as a result of a range of determinants that include factors such as biology, socio-economic, environment, 

inherited lifestyle, behaviour, knowledge, attitudes and beliefs. Nutrition is an important determinant of health and 

developmental outcomes and considerable evidence supports food intake as a protective factor against a number of diseases 

across the lifespan. Government and non-government organizations play an important role in the implementation of a range 

of initiatives designed to promote health and development for all. 

 

Areas of Study 

1.  Understanding Australia‟s health. 

  On completion of this unit the student should be able to describe the health and nutritional  

status of Australians, analyse the factors that impact on both and explain the role of nutrition  

in public health. 

 

2.  Promoting health in Australia. 

  On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the roles and responsibilities  

of government and non-government organisations in promoting health and evaluate the  

effectiveness of diet and non-diet related initiatives to optimise health and development. 

 

Unit 4 – Global Health and Development 

 
This unit enables students to examine the developmental changes that occur as individuals move through the lifespan and 

explore inherited factors that determine developmental potential. Students will also analyse the impact of a range of 

environmental factors that contribute to variations in health and developmental outcomes both between and within 

industrialised and developing countries. By comparing similarities and differences in health and developmental outcomes at 

a global level, students will be able to evaluate the determinants of optimal health and development and the range of 

sustainable health care initiatives developed by governments and international agencies to optimise health and development 

globally. 

 

Areas of Study 

1.  Development across the lifespan. 

  On completion of this unit the student should be able to describe the interrelationships  

between health and development, predict the characteristics of development common to all  

individuals as they move through the lifespan, and analyse the impact of inherited and  

environmental factors on health and development. 

 

2.  Promoting health and development globally. 

  On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the factors contributing to  

similarities and differences between the health status of developing countries and that of  

Australia, and evaluate strategies implemented to optimise health and development in  

developing countries. 
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 

The rapid pace of development in information technology is having a major influence on virtually all aspects of society.  

Information technology can change the way we carry out existing tasks and activities and creates new opportunities in work, 

study, recreation, and in personal relations.   

This study focuses on the processing of data and the management of information to meet a range of purposes for individuals 

and society.  Students learn how to use information technology and about its power, scope and limitations. 

 

Aims 
This study is designed to enable students to 

 

 acquire and apply problem-solving and decision-making skills using information processing equipment; 

 understand how information technology shapes and is shaped by social relations and cultural values; 

 acquire and apply knowledge and skills using information technology; 

 understand the technical components and structure of information systems; 

 appraise critically the opportunities and appropriateness of information technology to perform tasks; 

 identify and investigate the people, procedures and equipment associated with information handling; 

 apply an adaptable and flexible approach to technological change. 

 

 

Career Skills 
The following are examples of careers that draw on information technology knowledge and skills: 

Analyst (information technology), architectural drafter, business systems analyst, computer systems engineer, computer 

hardware service technician, computer systems officer, data processing operator, database administrator, desktop 

publisher, help desk operator, information technology educator, information technology manager, multimedia developer, 

programmer, software designer, software engineer, systems designer, teacher, training officer, telecommunications 

engineer, website administrator. 

 

 

Unit 1 IT in action 
  

This unit focuses on how individuals use, and can be affected by, information and communications technology (ICT) in 

their daily lives. Students acquire and apply a range of knowledge and skills to create information that persuades, educates 

or entertains. They also explore how their lives are affected by ICT and strategies for influencing how ICT is applied. 

Students develop an understanding of the role technology plays in inputting, processing, storing and communicating data 

and information. 

In each outcome of this unit students use software to create solutions and information products. For Outcomes 1 and 3, 

students use a software tool selected from these types of software: web authoring and multimedia authoring. Additional 

types of software can be used, such as image editing software, for example, Macromedia Flash and Adobe PhotoShop, but 

they are not mandatory. For Outcome 2, students use database management software to solve information problems. 

 

Areas of Study 

1. Information technology techniques 

2. Data management. 

3. ICT issues. 

 

Unit 2 IT pathways 
 

This unit focuses on how individuals and organisations, such as sporting clubs, charitable institutions, small businesses and 

government agencies use ICT. Students acquire and apply a range of knowledge and skills to create solutions and 

information products that meet personal and clients’ needs. They also examine how networked information systems are 

used within organisations. 

Students develop and apply knowledge and skills in using two different software tools. One tool must be a programming or 

scripting language that enables students to manipulate data, for example, Javascript, Actionscript, Visual Basic, Java, php. 

The other software tool should be selected from these types of software: web authoring and multimedia authoring, and, 
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where appropriate, be supported by image editing software, such as Macromedia Flash and Adobe PhotoShop. Students 

also explore career pathways that involve using knowledge and skills associated with programming or scripting languages. 

Working collaboratively in teams is an important and effective problem-solving strategy, and this strategy is applied when 

students solve information problems for clients in the community. 

 

Areas of Study 

1. Programming and pathways. 

2. Networks. 

3. Tools, techniques and procedures. 

 

 

Software Development 
 

 

Unit 3 Software development 
 

Unit 3 focuses on the techniques and procedures for determining the ability of networked information systems to meet 

organisational needs and on how the development of purpose-designed software, using a programming language, helps 

fulfil these needs. Students explore the roles and functions of networked information systems, and the types of networks. 

They apply three phases of the waterfall model of the systems development life cycle (SDLC): analysis, design and 

development. They use this concept as the methodology for making changes to networked information systems. 

 

Areas of Study 

1. Systems analysis and design. 

2. Software development 

 

 

Unit 4 Software development 
 

This unit focuses on techniques, procedures and strategies to develop, implement and evaluate proposed networked 

information systems. Students explore the technical, human, procedural, economic and management factors that need to be 

considered when undertaking these phases of the systems development life cycle (SDLC). The development phase is 

realised through the creation of software solutions using the programming language studied in Unit 3. 

 

Areas of Study 

1. Software engineering. 

2. Systems engineering: Development, implementation and evaluation. 
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L.O.T.E. 

Career Skills 
The following are examples of careers that draw on L.O.T.E. knowledge and skills: 

Announcer, anthropologist, archaeologist, book editor, custom officer, employee relations officer, flight attendant, foreign 

affairs and trade officer, interpreter, journalist, probation and parole officer, ship’s officer, social worker, sociologist, 

teacher, tour guide, translator, travel consultant, writer. 

 

Key Competencies and Employability Skills 
Students undertaking L.O.T.E. will typically demonstrate the following key competencies and employability skills: 

 Oral and written communication 

 Planning and organising 

 Self management 

 Problem solving 

 Teamwork 

 Initiative and enterprise 

 Use of information and communications technology 

 

 

MODERN GREEK 
 

Modern Greek is offered at VCE level at South Oakleigh Secondary College.   Studying a L.O.T.E. at VCE level gives 

students career opportunities in a variety of areas.   The Year 11 course caters to the needs of both Beginners and Advanced 

students. 

 

Unit 1 
Outcomes 

For this unit students are required to demonstrate achievement of three outcomes: 

 

1. Informed conversation or reply to personal letter/email/fax. 

2. Listen to spoken texts. 

3. Oral presentation or review or article. 

 

It is expected that the student responds in Greek to all assessment tasks that are selected to address outcomes 1 and 3.  Of 

the two tasks required for outcome 2, one should require a response in Greek and the other a response in English. 

 

Unit 2 
Outcomes 

For this unit students are required to demonstrate achievement of three outcomes. 

1. Formal letter or fax or email or role play or interview. 

2. Listen to spoken texts and read written texts. 

3. Journal entry or personal account or short story. 

 

It is expected that the student responds in Greek to all assessment tasks selected. 

 

Unit 3 
Outcomes 

For this unit students are required to demonstrate achievement of three outcomes. 

1. On completion of this unit the student should be able to express ideas through the production of original 

texts. 

2. On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and use information from spoken texts. 

3. On completion of this unit the student should be ale to exchange information, opinions and experiences. 
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Unit 4 
 

Outcomes 

For this unit the students are required to demonstrate achievement of two outcomes. 

1. On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and use information from written texts. 

2. On completion of this unit the student should be able to respond critically to spoken and written texts, 

which reflect aspects of the language and culture of Greek-speaking communities. 

 

 

L.O.T.E. 

JAPANESE 
 

Japanese is offered at VCE Level at South Oakleigh Secondary College.  Studying L.O.T.E at VCE level gives students 

career opportunities in a variety of areas. 

 

Unit 1 
 

Outcomes 

For this unit students are to demonstrate achievement of three outcomes; 

1. Establish and maintain a spoken or written exchange related to personal areas of experience. 

2. Listen to, read and obtain information from written and spoken texts. 

3. Produce a personal response to a text focusing on real or imaginary experience. 

Unit 2 
 

Outcomes 

For this unit students are to demonstrate achievement of three outcomes; 

1. Participate in a spoken or written exchange related to making arrangements and completing transactions. 

2. Listen to , read and extract and use information and ideas from spoken and written texts. 

3. Give expression to real or imaginary experience in written or spoken form. 

 

Unit 3 

 
Outcomes 

For this unit students are to demonstrate achievement of three outcomes; 

1. Express ideas through the production of original texts. (500 ji written piece). 

2. Analyse and use information from spoken texts. 

3. Exchange information, opinions and experiences (3-4 minute role play). 

 

Unit 4 

 
Outcomes 

For this unit students are to demonstrate achievement of three outcomes; 

1. Analyse and use information from written texts. 

2. Respond critically to spoken and written texts, which reflect aspects of the language and culture of Japanese – 

speaking communities. 
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LEGAL  STUDIES 
 

 

This study examines the following areas:- 

 

1.  The individual and the law. 

2.  The law in operation. 

3.  Making and changing the law. 

4.  Evaluation of the Legal System. 

 

 

Unit 1 – Criminal Law and Justice 

 
The aim of this unit is to enable students to develop a knowledge of some of their rights and obligations under criminal law.   

Students will learn the different types of crimes and related defences, the objectives of punishment and possible sanctions 

available under the criminal law 

 

Areas of Study 

1.  The need for and nature of laws. ”Law Making Process”. 

2.  Criminal law, its enforcement and the individual. 

3.  The Court System. 

 

Unit 2 – Civil Law and the Law in Focus 
 

This unit focuses on effective resolution of civil disputes. Students learn to describe and critically evaluate some of the legal 

rules, and to develop an appreciation of the operation of the legal system in Australia and their capacity to participate in it.  

The major areas of study include marriage and divorce, family relationships and legal issues in technology. 

 

This unit also outlines the various ways that citizens gain access to the legal system in their attempts to resolve disputes. 

 

 

Areas of Study 

1.  Civil dispute resolution. 

2.  The role of the law. 

3.  Change and the law. 

 

 

Unit 3 – Law Making 
The unit focuses on the institutions, which determine laws, and the process by which laws are made.  It considers why laws 

are necessary, and the main types of laws, which exist within the community.  This area of study examines the role of 

Parliament in law-making, the role of the courts in law-making, law-making bodies, and changing the law. There is also a 

consideration of democratic and human rights, and a study of international approaches. 

 

Areas of Study 

1.  Parliament and the citizen. 

2.  Constitution and the protection of rights. 

3.  Role of the Court. 

 

Unit 4 – Dispute Resolution 
This unit focuses on the attainment of just outcomes, the courts, tribunals and alternative avenues of dispute resolution.  The 

unit also considers processes and procedures, which operate within the Australian legal system.  This includes a review of 

the operation of the legal system (giving consideration to tis strengths and weaknesses), and possible areas for change and 

reform. 

Areas of Study 

1.  Criminal cases and Civil disputes. 

2.  Court processes and procedures. 
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LITERATURE 
 

The study of literature focuses on the enjoyment and appreciation of reading that arises from discussion, debate and the 

challenge of exploring the meanings of literary texts. Students reflect on their interpretations and those of others.  

The study is based on the premise that meaning is derived from the relationship between the text, the context in which it 

was produced and the experience of life and literature the reader brings to the texts. Accordingly, the study encompasses 

texts that vary in form and range from past to contemporary social and cultural contexts. Students learn to understand that 

texts are constructions, to consider the complexity of language and to recognise the influence of contexts and form. The 

study of literature encourages independent and critical thinking in students’ analytical and creative responses to texts, which 

will assist students in the workforce and in future academic study. 

 

Unit 1 
  

This unit focuses on the ways literary texts represent human experience and the reading practices students develop to 

deepen their understanding of a text. Students respond to a range of texts personally, critically and creatively. This variety 

of approaches to reading invites questions about the ideas and concerns of the text. While the emphasis is on students’ close 

engagement with language to explore texts, students also inform their understanding with knowledge of the conventions 

associated with different forms of text, for example poetry, prose, drama and/or non-print text. 

 

Unit 2 
 

The focus of this unit is on students’ critical and creative responses to texts. Students deepen their understanding of their 

responses to aspects of texts such as the style of narrative, the characters, the language and structure of the text. Students 

extend their exploration of the ideas and concerns of the text. They understand the ways their own culture and the cultures 

represented in the text can influence their interpretations and shape different meanings. Students make comparisons 

between texts and identify some of the relationships that exist through features such as the language, characterisation and 

ideas. 

 

Unit 3 

 
This unit focuses on the ways writers construct their work and how meaning is created for and by the reader. Students 

consider how the form of text (such as poetry, prose, drama, non-print or combinations of these) affects meaning and 

generates different expectations in readers, the ways texts represent views and values and comment on human experience, 

and the social, historical and cultural contexts of literary works. 

 

Unit 4 

 
This unit focuses on students’ creative and critical responses to texts. Students consider the context of their responses to 

texts as well as the concerns, the style of the language and the point of view in their re-created or adapted work. 

In their responses, students develop an interpretation of a text and learn to synthesise the insights gained by their 

engagement with various aspects of a text into a cogent, substantiated response. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  South Oakleigh College                                                                                                         2009 Senior Handbook 

40 

MATHEMATICS 
Career Skills 
The following are examples of careers that draw on mathematical knowledge and skills (different careers will require 

differing mathematical depth): 

Accountant, actuary, bank officer, bookkeeper, credit officer, economist, electrical fitter, engineer, geologist, 

mathematician, motor mechanic, pattern maker, physicist, programmer (information technology), quantity surveyor, 

statistician, stockbroker, surveyor, taxation agent, teacher. 

 

 

 

Mathematics is the study of function and pattern in number, logic, space and structure.  It provides both a framework for 

thinking and a means of thinking and a means of symbolic communication that is powerful, logical, concise and 

unambiguous and a means by which people can understand and manage their environment.  Essential mathematical 

activities include abstracting, proving, applying, investigating, modeling and problem solving. 

 

Aims 
This study is designed to enable students to: 

 Develop mathematical knowledge and skills. 

 Apply mathematical knowledge to analyse, investigate, model and solve problems in a variety of situations, 

ranging from well-defined and familiar situations to unfamiliar and open-ended situations. 

 Use technology as an effective support for mathematical activity. 

 

 

General Mathematics  
 

For students intending to undertake Further Maths in Units 3 and 4 or to pursue other interests at the end of Units 

1 and 2. 

 

Unit 1 
Unit Description 

This study includes: 

 Displaying, summarising and interpreting data. 

 Linear graphing, modeling, sketching and interpretation. 

 Linear relations and equations. 

 Approximation and estimation, computation, ratio and proportion. 

 

Areas of Study 

1.  Statistics. 

2.  Functions and Graphs. 

3.  Algebra. 

  

 

 

Unit 2 
Unit Description 

This study includes: 

 Trigonometric ratios and their applications. 

 Shape and measurement, coordinate geometry, geometry in 2 and 3 dimensions. 

 Approximation and Estimation, Computation, Ratio and Proportion. 

 Linear Programming. 

 Networks. 

 

Areas of Study 

1.  Trigonometry. 

2.  Geometry. 

3.  Arithmetic. 

4.  Functions and Graphs. 

5.  Algebra. 
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Mathematical Methods Units 1 & 2 
 

Mathematical Methods 1 and 2 is designed as a preparation for Mathematical Methods 3 and 4.  Students intending to study 

Mathematical Methods 3 and 4 and Specialist Mathematics 3 and 4, should study both Mathematical Methods 1 and 2 and 

General Mathematics 1 or 2 (a). 

 

Unit 1 
 

Graphical representation and associated algebra of simple polynomial functions such as linear, quadratic and cubic 

functions.  Graphical and numerical approaches to the measurement involved in rates of change. 

Areas of Study 

1.  Functions and Graphs. 

2.  Calculus. 

3.  Algebra. 

 

Unit 2 
 

Graphical representation and associated algebra of non-polynomial functions such as circular, exponential and logarithmic 

functions.  Principles involved in differentiation and antidifferentiation of simple polynomial functions.  Introductory 

combinatories and associated probability. 

 

Areas of Study 

1.  Functions. 

2.  Calculus. 

3.  Algebra. 

4.  Probability. 

 

Mathematical Methods Units 3 & 4 
 

Mathematical Methods 1 and 2 and General Mathematics 1 or 2 (a) provide a firm basis for students to undertake 

Mathematical Methods 3 and 4.  
 

Mathematical Methods 3 and 4 are mainly sequential in design and assume a background in Mathematical Methods 1 and 2, 

with General Mathematics 1 or 2 (a).  These units are designed to provide a strong and broad background in mathematics 

for tertiary studies in areas such as Commerce, Economics, Science and Medicine. 

 

Unit 3 
 

Graphical representation and associated algebra of polynomial and non-polynomial functions.   Principles and rules 

involved with differentiation of polynomial and non-polynomial functions.   The applications of calculus. 

 

Areas of Study 

1.  Coordinate Geometry. 

2.  Circular Functions. 

3.  Calculus. 

4.  Algebra. 

 

Unit 4 
 

Principles and rules involved with antidifferentiation of polynomial and non-polynomial functions.  Applications of 

antidifferentiation.  Introduction of probability distributions including discrete, binomial, hypergeometric and normal. 

 

Areas of Study 

1.  Calculus. 

2.  Algebra. 

3.  Probability. 
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Further Mathematics Units 3 & 4 
 

 

Further Mathematics 3 and 4 meets the needs of a range of students with diverse aspirations and is thus accessible to nearly 

all Year 12 students.  These units are designed for students intending to undertake tertiary studies in Business or Humanities 

for which mathematics is not a prerequisite, and for some TAFE courses or employment. 

 

Further Mathematics consists of a compulsory area of study ‘Data analysis’ and then a selection of three from five modules 

in the ‘Applications’ area of study.  The ‘Data analysis’ area of study in Unit 3 incorporates a statistical applications task, 

and one of the modules from the area of study ‘Applications’ is to be covered.  In Unit 4 the other two selected modules 

from the area of study ‘Applications’ will be covered. 

 

 

 

Areas of Study 

There are two areas of study: 

1. „Data analysis” (Core Material). 

2. „Applications‟ (Module material), which consist of five modules: 

        Module 1:  Number patterns and applications. 

Module 2:  Geometry and trigonometry. 

Module 3:  Graphs and relations. 

Module 4:  Business related mathematics. 

Module 5:  Networks and decision mathematics. 

 

 

Specialist Mathematics Units 3 & 4 
 

 

Specialist Mathematics 3 and 4 has been designed to be taken in conjunction with Mathematical Methods 3 and 4, for those 

wishing to specialise in mathematics and is designed to prepare students for specialist tertiary studies in mathematics or 

mathematics-related areas such as Engineering, Physical Sciences and Actuarial Studies. 

 

 

Unit 3 
 

This unit introduces a number of new concepts and develops different techniques for solving mathematical problems. 

 

Areas of Study 

1.  Coordinate Geometry. 

2.  Trigonometry. 

3.  Complex Numbers. 

4.  Vector. 

5.  Calculus. 

 

 

Unit 4 
 

This unit enables the understanding of the topics and techniques learnt in Unit 3 to be applied to real-life situations. 

 

Areas of Study 

1.  Differential Equations. 

2.  Kinematics. 

3.  Vector Calculus 

4.  Mechanics. 
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PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 
 

Physical Education examines the biological, physiological, psychological, social and cultural influences on performance 

and participation in physical activity. Physical Education focuses on the complex interrelationship between motor learning 

and psychological, biomechanical, physiological and sociological factors that influence physical performances, together 

with the wider social attitudes to and understanding of physical activity. 

A theoretical and practical approach towards physical activity is taken in this study. It provides the means by which theory 

and practice are integrated. Participation in physical activity and development of performance skills provide opportunities 

for students to reflect on factors that affect performance and participation in physical activity, as well as improve their own 

performance. 

This study design is relevant to students with a wide range of expectations, including those who wish to pursue further 

formal study at tertiary level or in vocational education and training settings. The study prepares students for such fields as 

human movement, nursing or physiotherapy, as well as providing valuable knowledge and skills for participating in their 

own sporting and physical activity pursuits. 

 

Career Skills 
The following are examples of careers that draw on physical education knowledge and skills: 

Chiropractor, fitness instructor, jockey, massage therapist, physiotherapist, podiatrist, psychologist – sport, recreation 

officer, sports scientist, sports coach, stunt performer, teacher. 

 

 

Unit 1 – Learning and improving skill 
This unit looks at a range of factors that influence learning and improving physical skills and the role of the coach in 

making this happen. The ways in which a coach influences his or her athletes can have a significant effect on their 

performance, and the methods and approaches that the coach puts into practice will impact on the individual athlete in 

different ways. By studying various sports psychology concepts such as arousal and anxiety, and the effects these can have 

on performance, students will be able to apply these psychological principles to the sporting arena. 

Areas of Study 

1. Movement analysis. 

2. Coaching for enhanced performance. 

 

 

Unit 2 – The active body 
This unit introduces the students to an understanding of physical activity, including the relationships between body systems 

and physical activity, the place of physical activity in contributing to well being in students’ own lives as well as within the 

wider community, and the classification of physical activity in terms of type and experience. Such knowledge is important 

to student understanding and is best delivered through a variety of practical activities. 

 

Areas of Study 

1. Body systems and performance. 

2. The impact of physical activity on the individual. 

 

  

Unit 3 – Physiological and participatory perspectives of physical activity 
This unit introduces students to an understanding of physical activity from a physiological perspective. In particular, the 

contribution of energy systems to performance in physical activity is explored, as well as the health benefits to be gained 

from participation in regular physical activity. The underlying physiological requirements of an activity being used for 

health or for fitness are the same.  

There are many factors that influence an individual to initially begin and then continue on with some form of regular 

physical activity. In this unit, students study and apply various models to identify strategies that will be effective in 

promoting participation in some form of regular activity.  
 

Areas of Study 

1. Monitoring and promotion of physical activity. 

2. Physiological requirements of physical activity. 



  South Oakleigh College                                                                                                         2009 Senior Handbook 

44 

Unit 4 – Enhancing physical performance 

Improvements in physical performance, in particular fitness, depend on the ability of the individual or coach to acquire, 

apply and evaluate knowledge and understanding about training. Exercise physiology is concerned with individual 

responses and adaptations through exercise. Students experience a variety of practical activities involving a range of 

training methods and fitness activities. Students learn to accurately assess the particular energy and fitness needs of the 

sport or activity for which the athlete is training, through analysis of data collected from a game or activity. 

Areas of Study 

1. Enhancing fitness through training 

2. Strategies for enhancing sports performance. 

 

 

PHYSICS 
 

Career Skills 
The following are examples of careers that draw on physics knowledge and skills: 

Automotive electrician, electrical fitter, engineer, electronics service person, meteorologist, photographer, refrigeration 

and air-conditioning mechanic, teacher, telecommunication technician. 

 

Physics is about how things move e.g. speed, acceleration, force, momentum. It is about energy e.g. light, sound, 

radioactivity, nuclear power, voltage, amps. It is about how things work e.g. transformers, power stations, bridges, lasers, 

speakers. Physics is also about experimenting, discovering, researching, measuring and analysing. Physics is about putting 

maths to good use. 

If you are interested in the physical world and the world of the nucleus, can handle maths and a fast pace, then this is the 

subject for you. 

 

AIMS 

This study is designed to enable students to: 

• develop the language, methodology and major ideas of physics; 

• understand the ways knowledge is extended, organised and revised in physics, in particular the 

role of conceptual and mathematical models applied to physical phenomena; 

• identify and assess the validity and reliability of underlying assumptions and/or limitations of 

models, data, and conclusions; 

• develop skills in the design and conduct of practical investigations including data collection, 

analysis and critical evaluation of conclusions; 

• communicate effectively the results of their research and investigations; 

• understand applications of physics to technology, especially socially and economically significant 

developments; 

• acquire knowledge and skills that prepare them for careers in physics and related fields of science 

and technology; 

• understand emerging technologies, including the use of information and communications 

technology in communication, experimental data acquisition and analysis. 

 

Key Competencies and Employability Skills 
Students undertaking Physics will typically demonstrate the following key competencies and employability skills: 

 Teamwork 

 Self management 

 Problem solving 

 Initiative / innovation 

 Oral and written communication 

 Communication of information in an organised way 

 Collecting, summarising and interpreting data 

 Use of information and communication technology 

 Organising skills 

 Planning and organisation 
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Unit 1 
 

Area of study   

1   Nuclear Physics and Radioactivity 

2   Electricity 

3   Detailed study: Energy from the nucleus 

 

 

Unit 2 
 

Area of study 

1   Motion 

2  Wave-like properties of light 

3   Detailed study: Astrophysics 

 

Unit 3 
 
Area of study 

1   Motion in one and two dimensions 

2   Electronics and photonics 

3   Detailed study: Investigating structures and materials 

 

Unit 4 
 
Area of study 

1   Electric power  

2   Interactions of light and matter 

3   Detailed study: Recording and reproducing sound 

 

 

 

PSYCHOLOGY 

Psychology is the study of the mind and behaviour. This course engages students in the study of human behaviour from 

biological, intellectual and social perspectives. Students are introduced to a variety of thinking and research approaches 

used in the study of people. They gain a broad perspective of psychology as a science. 

Key Competencies and Employability Skills 
Students undertaking psychology will gain experience in the following the following nationally recognized key 

competencies and employability skills: 

 Communication of ideas, information and data 

 Planning and organisation 

 Using mathematical ideas and techniques to organise and 

interpret data 

 Problem solving 

 Using information and communications technology to 

collect, organise, analyse and display data 

 Teamwork; self-management; initiative/innovation 

 Summarising and interpreting information 

Career skills 
Because psychology explores human behaviour, it provides key understandings for those careers that deal with people. The 

following are examples of careers that draw on psychological knowledge and skills:  

Advertising designer; activities officer; aged-care worker; art therapist; behaviour guidance officer; business manager; 

case worker; child-care worker; child welfare worker; clinical psychologist; community health worker; community 

worker; correctional officer; counselling psychologist; day care worker; education consultant; family counsellor; forensic 

psychologist; gerontologist; health psychologist; nursing coordinator; human resources manager; Marketing specialist; 

nurse; probation officer; public relations consultant; school counsellor; social worker; teacher; youth worker. 
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Unit 1  

Introduces essential aspects of the study of human behaviour and the mental processes that determine it – perception, 

cognition (thinking), motivation and emotion.  

Areas of Study 

 Introduction to psychology 

 Social relationships 

 Development of individual behaviour (children and adolescents) 

Unit 2  

Introduces the study of physical, chemical and biological processes that inform behaviour. Students explore the nervous 

system; intelligence, personality and mental health; the origin of attitudes. 

Areas of Study 

 Introduction to neurons and the nervous system 

 Individual differences ( intelligence, personality, mental health) 

 Social attitudes 

Unit 3  

Investigates human behaviour through identifying specific regions and networks in the brain and nervous system that 

process information. Research into specialised brain regions leads to exploration of visual perception and states of 

consciousness.   

Areas of Study 

 Brain and Nervous System 

 Visual Perception 

 States of Consciousness 

Unit 4  

Introduces the study of memory and learning. Research studies are used to illustrate the key theories. 

Areas of Study 

 Memory 

 Learning 
 Research Investigation 
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STUDIO  ART 

Art & Design 
 

Studio Arts provide opportunities for students to establish effective art practices through an understanding and application of the 

design process.  Students generate, explore and communicate ideas through specific studio forms and develop and use specialised 

skills in a range of media and techniques.  Research assignments will be related to the development of studio practices and the 

professional art industry. 

 

 

Aims 
This study is designed to enable students to: 

 Recognise creative potential and develop sources of inspiration for the development of art works. 

 Use the design process to develop art works. 

 Develop, practice, and refine creative skills appropriate to particular art forms and media. 

 Develop an understanding of aesthetics and skills in visual analysis. 

 Develop an understanding of professional practices and art industry issues. 

 

 

Career Skills 
The following are examples of careers that draw on artistic knowledge and skills: 

Architect, artist, craftsperson, diversional therapist, dressmaker, engraver, fashion designer, florist, graphic designer, 

hairdresser, interior decorator, industrial designer, jeweller, landscape architect, landscape gardener, make-up artist, multimedia 

developer, photographer, screen printer, set designer, signwriter, teacher, wood turner. 

 

 

Key Competencies and Employability Skills 
Students undertaking Studio Art will typically demonstrate the following key competencies and employability skills: 

 Planning and organisation 

 Organising and managing resources 

 Oral and written communication 

 Problem solving 

 Initiative and enterprise 

 Using technology 

 Self management 

 

 

Unit 1 – Artistic Inspiration and Techniques 
 

The focus of this unit is the investigation of sources of inspiration which generate creative activity and the exploration of a wide 

range of materials and techniques. 

 

Areas of Study 

1.  Inspiration and Investigation. 

2.  Materials and Techniques. 

 

Unit 2 – Design Exploration and Concepts. 
 

The focus of this unit is to establish an effective design methodology and develop skills in the visual analysis of art forms. 

 

Areas of Study 

1.  Design exploration. 

2.  Design aesthetics. 
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Unit 3 – Studio Production and Professional practices 
 

The focus of this unit is the implementation of the design process leading to the production of a range of solutions. 

 

Areas of Study 

1.  Design process. 

2.  Professional practice. 

 

Unit 4 – Studio Production and Industry Contexts 
 

The focus of this unit is to produce a folio of finished art works and to gain an understanding of artists’ involvement in the art 

industry. 

 

Areas of Study 

1.  Studio production. 

2.  Art industry contexts. 

 

 

SYSTEMS ENGINEERING  

(Units 3 / 4 only) 

 

Contemporary society is exposed to the rapid advancement and pervasive influences of technology. Technological systems play an 

increasingly significant role in the human world. They mediate or control many aspects of human experience. Systems Engineering 

provides an opportunity for students to develop capabilities in, and knowledge about, the design, operation, construction, assembly, 

maintenance, diagnosis, repair and evaluation of technological systems, applicable to a diverse range of fields such as engineering, 

manufacturing, automation, control technologies, mechatronics, electrotechnology, robotics, and energy management. Students 

gain awareness and understanding of the interactions of these systems with human society and natural ecosystems. 

Students will gain appreciation, knowledge, understanding, and practical application of technological systems. The study promotes 

innovative thinking and problem-solving skills through a project-based learning approach. It provides opportunities for students to 

learn about and engage with systems from a practical and purposeful perspective. The study emphasises integration of basic 

engineering and physics theory with practical tasks. Technological principles and the associated mathematics are incorporated as 

essential tools employed in the processes of technological systems design, modification, production and evaluation. 

The terms mechanical and electrotechnology are used as descriptors for the types of systems covered by this study. Mechanical 

systems include pneumatic and hydraulic systems or subsystems. 

Electrotechnology systems include electrical, electronic and microelectronic systems or subsystems. The study can provide a sound 

basis for entry into a broad range of tertiary technology courses such as engineering and applied sciences, skilled trades and 

vocational training, in the electrotechnology and automotive sectors or lead to employment in technological enterprises. 

 

Career Skills 

The following are examples of careers that draw on technological knowledge and skills: 

Architect, architectural drafter, assembler, automotive electrician, boilermaker, builder, cabinetmaker, carpenter/joiner, 

cartographer, drafter ,electrician ,electronics technician,  engineering associate (mechanical), fitter, graphic designer, industrial 

designer, landscape architect, leadlight worker, metal fabricator, metal trades assistant, panel beater, picture framer, radio 

tradesman, sheet metal worker, teacher, wood machinist.  

 

 

Unit 3 & 4 - Integrated Systems 

These units involve a study of the principles associated with integrated systems.  The focus is on the functional integration of a 

mechanical sub system with an electrotechnology sub-system and the design factors to be considered.  One substantial production 

is to be undertaken across both Units 3 and 4. 

The terms mechanical and electrotechnology are used as descriptors for the types of systems covered by this study.  Mechanical 

systems include pneumatic and hydraulic systems or sub-systems.  Electrotechnology is an inclusive term that includes electrical, 

electronic and microelectronic systems and sub-systems. 
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Unit 3 - Systems engineering and energy 

 
This unit focuses on how mechanical and electrotech systems are combined to form a controlled integrated technological system. 

This includes knowledge of sources and types of energy that enable engineered technological systems to function. 

 

Areas of Study 

1.                   Controlled integrated systems engineering 

2.                   Designing and producing technological systems. 

3.                   Energy use and effects on engineered systems and the environment. 

Unit 4 - Integration and control of technological systems 

This unit involves the functional integration of a mechanical (that could include pneumatic and hydraulic) sub-system with an 

electrical/electronic study of design associated with integrated systems and control devices.  One substantial production may be 

undertaken across Units 3 and 4. 

 

Areas of Study 

1.                   Integrated systems and control. 

2.                   Designing, producing, testing and evaluating technological systems. 

 

 

TWENTIETH CENTURY HISTORY 
(For year 10 Accelerated Group- units 1 / 2 only) 

Career Skills 
The following are examples of careers that draw on historical knowledge and skills: 

Anthropologist, archaeologist, archivist, barrister, community worker, criminologist, foreign affairs and trade officer, geologist, 

historian, journalist, lawyer, librarian, museum curator, public relations officer, religious leader, sociologist, stage manager, 

teacher, writer. 

 

Unit 1: Twentieth Century History 1900 ï 1945 
What happened between 1900 – 1945 to shape and change our world? Why did WW1 and WWII happen? Who was responsible 

for the Holocaust? What did Hitler and Stalin have in common? Why were the 20’s decade called the Roaring 20’s? Which model 

car started the car production? How did Hollywood movies depict life and the wars? How did famous writers, artists and poets 

respond to the world events? What do fads and fashions of today have in common with the past? 

The Unit 1 study answers these questions and much more. 

 

The first half of the twentieth century was marked by significant change. In this unit students consider the way that societies 

responded to these changes and how they affected people’s lives. 

Outcome 1 

On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and explain the development of a political crisis and conflict in the 

period 1900 to 1945. 

Outcome 2 

On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and discuss patterns of social life and the factors which influenced 

changes to social life in the first half of the twentieth century. 

Outcome 3 

On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the relationship between the historical context and a cultural 

expression of the period from 1900 to 1945. 
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Unit 2: Twentieth Century History 1945 - 2000 
Are your parents less than 55 years old?  What has happened in the second half of the twentieth century to make today’s adults the 

way they are?  How did the Cold War relate the emergence of the Super Powers, the Space Race, Terrorism, sophisticated warfare, 

technological advancement, fear of world destruction, September 11? Why was JFK assassinated? What music did your 

grandparents / parents listen to? What does R & B, Techno, Heavy Metal and Pop have in common with Rock’n Roll? 

The Unit 2 study covers the answers to these questions and much more. 

 

This unit considers some of the major themes and principal events of post – World War II history, and the ways in which 

individuals and communities responded to the political, economic, social and technological developments in domestic, regional 

and international settings. 

Outcome 1 

On completion of this unit the students should be able to analyse and discuss how post – war societies used ideologies to legitimise 

their worldview and portray competing systems. 

Outcome 2 

On completion of this unit the student should be able to evaluate the impact of a challenge/s to establish social, political and / or 

economic power during the second half of the twentieth century. 

Outcome 3 

On completion of this unit students should be able to analyse issues faced by communities arising from political, economic and / or 

technological change. 

 

 

 

VISUAL COMMUNICATION & DESIGN 
 

Visual communicators in fields such as architecture, engineering, graphic design, multimedia design, industrial design, 

cartography, advertising and fashion all depend on graphics to develop and communicate ideas and information.  This study is 

intended to assist students in the understanding, use and interpretation of a range of visual communications such as drawing and 

drawing conventions, design elements and principles and function of design in communication, and to develop an informed and 

critical approach to visual communications in everyday life. 

 

Career Skills 
The following are examples of careers that draw on visual communication knowledge and skills: 

Architect, artist, craftsperson,  dressmaker, engraver, fashion designer, florist, graphic designer, hairdresser, interior decorator, 

industrial designer, jeweller, landscape architect, landscape gardener, make-up artist, multimedia developer, photographer, 

screen printer, set designer, signwriter, teacher, wood turner. 

 

 

Aims 
This study is designed to enable students to: 

 Extend their understanding of how ideas and information can be conveyed through visual means; 

 Develop the capacity to create communication solutions through the application of the design process; 

 Acquire skills in the analysis, interpretation and understanding of visual communication in its social context; 

 Develop skills in freehand and instrumental drawing and rendering; 

 Increase their knowledge of drawing standards and conventions; 

 Acquire skills in using design elements and design principles; 

 Develop a critical perspective of visual communications; 

 Develop skills in the appropriate selection and application of information and communications technology, media, 

materials and production methods in the production of visual communications. 

 

Key Competencies and Employability Skills 
Students undertaking Visual Communication will typically demonstrate the following key competencies and employability skills: 

 Planning and organisation 

 Self management 

 Oral and written communication 

 Initiative and enterprise 

 Teamwork (with ‘client’) 

 Problem solving 

 technology 

 

 



  South Oakleigh College                                                                                                         2009 Senior Handbook 

51 

Unit 1 – Visual Communication 
 

Areas of Study 

1.  Instrumental Drawing. 

2.  Freehand Drawing & Rendering. 

3.  Design Elements and Principles. 

4.  Design Process. 

 

 

 

Unit 2 - Communication in Context 
Areas of Study 

1.  Representing and Communicating Form. 

2.  Developing Imagery. 

3.  Developing Visual Communication Solutions. 

4.  Visual Communication in Context. 

 

 

Unit 3 

 – Visual Communication Practices 
Areas of Study  

1.  Visual Communication Design. 

2.  Visual Communication Analysis. 

3.  Professional Practice in Visual Communication. 

Unit 4 – Designing to a Brief 
Areas of Study  

1.  The Brief. 

2.  Developmental Work. 

3.  Final Presentations. 
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If students enrol in the scored 

assessment component of 

their 3/4 unit sequence, the 

ASBAõs in bold type  will have 

a Study Score component that can 

contribute directly to the ENTER. 

ASBAôs also combine with VCAL. 

 

VET – Vocational Education and Training 
Vocational Education and Training (VET) programs combine general VCE studies with vocational training and experience 

in the workplace.  

 
VET is available to VCE students off campus by individual negotiation. Interviews for VET studies can be arranged by contacting the Careers 

Advisor located in the Pathways Centre of the College. The VCE VET programs in bold type  have a Study Score component that can 

contribute directly to the ENTER (some VET Programs also give a 10% increment towards ENTER scores ï see the Careers Advisor). 

 
Agriculture  

Automotive  

Building and Construction  
Business Administration  

Small Business Practice  

Cisco  
Community Services  

Clothing Products  

Dance  

Desktop Publishing  

Electronics  

Engineering  
Equine Industry  
Financial Services  

Fitness  

Food Processing (Wine)  

Food Technology  
Furnishing  

Horticulture  
Hospitality (Operations)  

Information Technology  
Laboratory Skills  
Multimedia  
Music Industry  

Retail Operations  

Seafood Industry  

Small Business Practice  

Sport and Recreation  

      

Australian School Based Apprenticeships (ASBA‟s)  
Australian School Based Apprenticeships (ASBA‟s) in the VCE combine general VCE studies with paid employment and 

vocational training. Students are employed and trained while completing their VCE. Interviews for SBNAs can be 

arranged by contacting the Careers Advisor located in the Pathways Centre of the College. ASBA‟s also combine with 

VCAL. 

School Based New Apprenticeship programs generally provide the same contribution to the VCE as their related VET in the VCE programs. 

The following is a guide to Australian School Based Apprenticeships approved for the VCE: 

  

 Agriculture  

 Automotive  
 Business  
 Community Services  

 Engineering  

 Food Processing  

 Food processing (Wine)  

 Horticulture  
 Hospitality (Operations)  
 Information Technology  

 Retail Operations  

 Seafood Industry  

 Sport and Recreation  

 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/agriculture/agriculture.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/automotive/automotive.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/building/buildconst.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/business/business.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/smallbusiness/smallbusiness.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/cisco/cisco.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/community/commservice.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/clothing/clothdes.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/dance/dance.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/desktop/desktop.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/electronics/electron.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/engineering/engineering.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/equine/equine.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/finance/finance.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/sportrecreation/sportrec.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/food/foodprocwine.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/food/foodtech.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/furnishing/furnish.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/horticulture/horticult.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/hospitality/hospitality.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/infotech/infotech.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/laboratory/laboratory.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/multimedia/multimedia.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/music/music.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/retail/retail.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/seafood/seafood.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/smallbusiness/smallbusiness.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/sportrecreation/sportrec.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/agriculture/agriculture.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/automotive/automotive.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/Business/Business.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/Community/Commservice.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/Engineering/engineering.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/Food/foodprocgen.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/Food/foodprocwine.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/Horticulture/horticult.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/Hospitality/hospitality.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/Infotech/infotech.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/Retail/Retail.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/Seafood/Seafood.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/SportRecreation/SportRec.html
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 VET Block Credit Recognition  
Students with full or partial completion of other VET or Further Education (FE) qualifications may be eligible for credit 

towards the VCE if they have completed, or are completing, training in a nationally recognised VET/FE qualification/s 

that is not included in the suite of approved VCE VET and School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships programs.  

Students with a current enrolment in VET/FE  

Where students are completing training in VET/FE in 2008, their enrolment should be entered on VASS by the school. 

Only the units of competence/modules expected to be completed in the current year should be entered.  

Students who have completed training in VET/FE prior to 2008  

Students who have completed training in VET/FE prior to 2008, and have not previously had their details entered onto 

the VASS, must apply to the VCAA, through the school. 1 

Credit for those who have completed training in part-time employment 

Students who have completed training certificates at work may be eligible for credits in the VCE. Interviews to assess your 

credits can be arranged by contacting the Careers Advisor located in the Pathways Centre of the College 

 

 
1 Level of recognition within the VCE (VET Block Credit)  

 Approximately 90 nominal hours is equivalent to one VCE VET unit credit in the VCE.  

 For certificates at AQF Level II, credit is granted at Units 1 and 2, subject to completion of sufficient hours of training.  

 For certificates at AQF Level III and above, credit is granted at Units 1 to 4, depending on hours of training.  

 A Unit 3 and 4 sequence will be awarded on satisfactory completion at a minimum of 180 nominal hours, according to the rules outlined above.  

 Students who aggregate results from more than one program will be eligible for credit for all of their training, subject to completion of sufficient hours.  

 

 

VCE VET Certificate II in Community Recreation 
(In 2009, South Oakleigh College will be offering this  VET In Schools Program to Senior School VCE and 

VCAL Students. There are restrictions relevant to students being allowed to select this subject – in particular, the 

subject must operate on a self-funded basis and not impact on the students’ VCE subject attendance time) 

 

The aim of the Community Recreation program is to provide students with the opportunity to gain a recognised 

certificate qualification that can contribute to tertiary and employment pathways in the Community Recreation 

industry.  The program is structured to combine theory and practical sessions in the classroom, and at the 

workplace. 

 

The certificate also contributes to students VCE and VCAL Senior School Program as follows 

 

Credit in the VCE 

 

Students who undertake the Community Recreation Program will be eligible for up to five units credit towards 

their VCE:  up to three units at Unit 1-2 and a Unit 3-4 sequence  

 

Credit in the VCAL 

 

Students who undertake the Community Recreation Program will be eligible for credits in the Industry Specific 

and Work Related Skills strands of the VCAL Program. 

 

VCAL students may also gain credits into their Personal Development Skills Strand - especially where planning 

and organising activities and team work are delivered. 

 

PATHWAYS 

 

VCE students may 

 

 Apply for a University course with an ENTER score as with any other VCE program 

 Proceed to a TAFE course, entering the program with credit for modules already completed 

 Proceed directly to employment using the qualification and skills acquired. 

VCAL students may 

                                                           

 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/general/recognition/vetcredit.html
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 Proceed to a TAFE course, entering the program with credit for modules already completed 

 Proceed directly to employment using the qualification and skills acquired. 

 

Upon completion, students are issued with a VET qualification certificate together with either a VCE or VCAL 

Certificate by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority. 

 

Additional information is available in the Careers Centre at South Oakleigh College.  

Please contact the Careers Advisor Mrs. Michelle Mascaro on 9575 5528. 

 

VET Certificate II Automotive Technology 
The College delivers this program using its recently built automotive studies area. Apply to the College for more 

details concerning the suitability of this program for your needs. There are also certain preconditions that must 

be met; for example, ensuring that undertaking this course does not interfere with your other studies. 

 

 

 

The VCE Studies 

Offered at South Oakleigh College 
 

English/ESL 

 

Accounting      Biology 

 

Business Management      Chemistry 

 

Design and Technology (Textiles 3 / 4 only)   Food and Technology  

 

Health and Human Development    Information Technology 

 

Languages Other Than English     Legal Studies  

 

Literature      Mathematics 

 

Physics       Physical Education 

 

Psychology      Studio Art 

 

Systems Engineering 3 / 4 only     

 

Twentieth Century History 1 / 2 (for 10 Accelerated )  Vocational Education and Training
*
 

 

Visual Communication and Design     

 

* The College currently offers Certificate II Community Recreation and Certificate II Automotive Technology 

from within the College itself plus various VET’s delivered by external providers. 
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“WHAT DO I WANT TO DO AT S.O.C.” 
Use this page to help you finalise your choices. 

 

 

NAME:_______________________________________________  

 

CAREER INTENTION: 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PROGRAM CHOICE: 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

       UNIT  1  UNIT  2            UNIT  3         UNIT 4 

 

ENGLISH 

(circle one) 

 

ENGLISH OR 

ESL  ENGLISH 

 

ENGLISH  OR 

ESL ENGLISH 

 

ENGLISH OR 

ESL ENGLISH 

 

ENGLISH OR 

ESL ENGLISH 

 

 

1 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 

    

 

 

 

 

 

VCE UNITS 

COMPLETED IN 

YEAR 10 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once you have decided on your subjects, fill in this form and bring the completed form to your subject 

selection interview. 

 

 

 

 

 


